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People�s Watch is a human rights organization which has been actively
engaging itself in the protection and promotion of human rights in Tamil Nadu

since 1995; and has now, after 10 years of work, expanded its concerns
throughout the country.

VISION

To create a society free from human rights violations and discrimination by
cultivating a human rights culture through the participation of a pluralistic

society.

MISSION

To create a visible and measurable human rights culture in India

People’s Watch

Finance Advisory Committee

Mr. R.V. Pillai I.A.S,
Chairperson

Mr. M. Kandasami ,
Member

Dr. Vasanthi Srinivasan,
Member

Board of Trustees

Dr. A.Shantha,
Chairperson, Head of Journalism Department,

Madurai Kamaraj University

Prof. Xavier Arockiasamy,
Executive Trustee, Delhi.

Dr. Safra Begum,
Trustee

Mr. Christudas Gandhi, I.A.S.
Trustee

Mr. A. John Peter,
Financial Trustee

Dr. I. Devasahayam,
Trustee
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Thanks are due to our donors who
supported us in all our endeavours
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­ Cordaid, The Netherlands

­ Delegation of the European Commission to India

­ Ford Foundation

­ Misereor, Germany

­ Friedrich Naumann Stiftung (FNSt), Germany

­ BREAD FOR THE WORLD (BftW), Germany

­ Holdeen India Program (HIP), USA

­ CHA � Novib, The Netherlands

­ Fund for Global Human Rights (FGHR), USA

­ Danchurch Aid, Denmark

­ CCFD, France

­ FFIA, Sweden

­ EDM, Belgium

­ Association Pere Ceyrac, France

­ Centre for Cultural & Technical Interchange, Honolulu

­ Banyan Tree Foundation, USA

­ Royal Netherlands Embassy, New Delhi

­ Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva

­ MS.KAMALA

­ UUSC, USA

­ Global Fund for Women, USA

­ American Jewish World Service, USA

­ OMCT, Geneva

­ IIE, USA

­ Plan International, New Delhi

Action Aid India, New Delhi
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October 17-21, 2005 : HRE Teachers� Training, Trichy 

October 24-28, 2005 : HRE Teachers� Training, Coimbatore 

October 24-28, 2005 : HRE Teachers� Training, Chengalpattu 

November 7-11, 2005 : HRE Teachers� Training, Madurai 

 

Institute of Human Rights Education (IHRE)

The second objective of promoting human rights
culture is achieved mainly through human rights
education activities and awareness programs.
Efforts are made to reach out to as many segments
of the civil society as possible through various
training programs. The pilot program on HR
education in schools held in Chennai in the year
1997 has paved the way for the expansion of this
program in a variety of schools with different
backgrounds. In the past six years, more than 0.1
million children from 2211 schools have been
reached and about 2000 teachers have been trained
for this purpose. Besides this, we have been
providing training programs to human rights
defenders, activists, NGOs, Movements, Political
parties, police officers, lawyers, law college
students, medical professionals, media
professionals and others. We have also completed
a South Asian level training program on human
rights intervention in December 2002. The Institute
of Human Rights Education has introduced
“National Program for Human Rights Education in
Schools” in the following 12 states namely, Tamil
Nadu, Orissa, West Bengal, Gujarat, Chattisgarh,
Kerala, Pondicherry, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Delhi, Rajasthan and Tripura.

The day-long conference was held at the Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board Auditorium, Chennai

on 11 March 2006.Based on a request from the Adi

Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department of Tamil

Training Program for Headmasters of High &
Higher Secondary Schools was held on Aug 13, 2005
at TMSSS, Trichy. 85 HMs participated in the program.

State conference of HRE School
Teachers and Students

Human Rights Education in Schools
Nadu (the Human Rights Education Program is held in

schools run by the Department), the conference was

organized by the Institute of Human Rights Education

(IHRE) of People's Watch - Tamil Nadu. The Chief Guest

of the Conference was Mr. Deenabandhu IAS, Secretary,

Adi Dravida and Tribal Welfare Department. Other Special

Guests were Mr. R. Christhudas Gandhi, IAS,

Department of Statistics, Dr. S. Muthukumaran, Member

Secretary, TN State Council for Higher Education and

Former Vice Chancellor, Bharathidasan University and

Mr.Karuppan IAS (Retired).

HRE Training Programs in ADW-GTR
Schools of Tamil Nadu

E Three Training Programs for Middle schools
Headmasters.

E August 20, 2005 - ICSA, Chennai - 75 HMs
participated

E August 27& September 10, 2005, DeNobili
Pastoral Centre, Madurai - 86 HMs participated.
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UNHCHR Study on Collection of Good
Practices from 1997 to 2005 HRE
Program of PWTN

A preparatory meeting was held at ICSA,
Chennai on 20.02.2006 for Collection of Good
Practices from 1997 to 2005 HRE Program of PWTN
and preparatory work was done at Chennai for
preparing the Schedule for the UN Study tour on
the following two days.

One day Consultation meetings for the Phase
IV ADW and Diocesan Schools for Collection of
Good Practices from 1997 to 2005 HRE Program
of PWTN held at the following places:

E Virudhunagar District Committee Meetings
was held on 06.02.2006

E Theni District Committee meeting was held on
18.02.2006

E Kanchipuram District Committee Meeting was
held on  25.02.2006

E Chennai District Committee Meeting was held
on 03.03.2006

E Thoothukudi District Committee Meeting was
held on 26.03.2006

District Committee Meeting with
ADW Schools

13.03.2006 : Salem 

14.03.2006 : Coimbatore 

17.03.2006 : Kanyakumari & Thirunelveli 

20.03.2006 : Madurai 

26.03.2006 : One day Consultation meeting for Former Coordinators & Resource 
Team was held at PWTN, Madurai. 

28.03.2006 : UN Assessment meeting for the Phase II Schools for Collection of Good 
Practices from 1997 to 2005 HRE Program of PWTN 

31.03.2006 : ADW&GTR Schools visited by the Assessment Team in Villuppuram Dist 

 

National Program for HRE in Schools in 10 States

First, in terms of the Functionaries of the project, Dr. V. Vasanthi Devi, former Vice Chancellor of
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University and former Chairperson of the Tamil Nadu State Commission for Women
(until 7 March 2005) and a member of our State Expert Committee on Human Rights Education is leading this
program at the National level. Dr. V. Vasanthi Devi
has formally taken over as the Chairperson of IHRE
from August 01, 2005. Mr. Saji Thomas is responsible
for the Program Implementation, Monitoring &
Evaluation and Advocacy as one of the Associate
Directors at the national level. Dr. Gnana Prakasam
has taken up the responsibility of coordinating the
entire program. He is designated as Director (Training)
and Associate Director (Coordination) in the present
program.  

October 5-7, 2005 : HRE Teachers’ Training, Diocesan Schools, Trichy 

October 13-15, 2005 : HRE Teachers’ Training, Diocesan Schools, Madurai 

October 17-19, 2005 : HRE Teachers’ Training, Diocesan Schools, Palayamkottai 

October 24-26, 2005 : HRE Teachers’ Training, Diocesan Schools, Kottar 

November11-13, 2005 : HRE Teachers’ Training, Diocesan Schools, Kottar 

HRE Training Programs in Diocesan
Schools of Tamil Nadu

State Level Partners Meeting

A State level partners meeting was held in  Madurai
at Hotel North Gate on the 4 & 5th of April 2005 so as to
introduce the program to partners and get their approval
And accent for taking up this program in their respective
states from this academic year. Many partner
organizations  from various states participated in this
meeting.

S. No State Partnering organization Chief Functionary 

1. Gujarat Centre for Social Justice Ms. Nupur 

2. Orissa PECUC Mr. Ranjan Mohanti 

3. Karnataka SICHREM Mr. Ashok Mathew 

4. Kerala SICHREM Mr. Ashok Mathew 

5. West Bengal Loreto Day Schools Sr. Cyril 

6. Andhra 
Pradesh 

Peace & Justice 
Commission & Sakshi Fr. Thomas Pallithanam 

7. Pondicherry Program suspended - 

8. Chattisgarh Hidayatullah National Law 
University Prof. Shanthakumar 

9. Tripura Government Law College, 
Agartala Prof. K.K. Roy 

10. Rajasthan Sophia College, Ajmer Sr. Serena 
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State Level Consultation on Human
Rights Education (HRE) in Schools

E Orissa  April 27-28,2005

E West Bengal April 29, 2005 (Preparatory
Meeting)

E Pondicherry May 16-17, 2005

E Kerala May 29, 2005

E West Bengal June 11-12, 2005

E Karnataka June 13, 2005

E Andhra Pradesh - September 15, 2005

A National TOT to equip the state resource
team to conduct the teachers' training in their
respective states was organized at KKID,
Coimbatore from Aug 22 to 26, 2005. About 50
participants which included 5 resource team
members and the Coordinator of each state
participated in the TOT workshop. The content and
methodology of the 5 day state Teachers' training
was evolved through participatory participatory
process in this workshop.

E November 26, 2005- Launch of  the National

Programme of HRE, Madurai

E October 18-22, 2005- HRE Teachers' Training and

Launch, Karnataka

E November 2005- HRE Teachers' Training, Gujarat

E December 6-10, 2005- HRE Teachers'Training,

Chhattisgarh

E December 12-16, 2005- HRE Teachers' Training,

Kerala

E December 13-17, 2005- HRE Teachers' Training,

Andhra

E December 26-30, 2005-HRE Teachers' Training,

Pondichery

E January 16-20, 2006- HRE Teachers' Training,

Kerala

Training of Trainers at KKID,
Coimbatore, August 22-26, 2006

HRE Programs at the National Level in
Other States

NATIONAL CONSULTATION WITH

NATIONAL LEVEL CAMPAIGNS ON

CHILD RIGHTS & EDUCATION

(WITH CACL, CACT, NAFRE, NEG)

AT NEW DELHI -  MAY 18, 2005.6
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PW-TN's philosophy has never been to keep

enlarging the scope and influence of its work, but

to transfer skills and build the capacity of other

groups in civil society, through human rights cells,

to play a significant role in human rights work. A

key objective of this three year plan is to identify
those individuals to be trained in human rights

monitoring, ultimately teaching more than 5,000

men and women from a variety of minorities, castes,

backgrounds, religions, political parties and sectors

of society, working through local cells, to become

involved in human rights monitoring work over the
three year period. Furthermore, women's rights will

be a new area of concentration. PW-TN will work

with existing women's activists groups, develop

skills and begin to qualitatively and quantitatively

monitor domestic violence and other violations of

women's rights.

Harassment of Girl Child
On receiving intimation from a lecturer from

Karaikudi Alagappa University, regarding an alleged
harassment of a minor girl Priya, our team intervened
and approached the police. Though the local police
have failed to act immediately, the Collector, SP and
the DSP intervened and rescued the girl. Local
organizations were also very supportive and the girl
is being given protection by the Grace Kennet
Foundation, Madurai

On receiving information about the 2 incidents
involving Nachimuthu and Sri Kumar  students of the
same school within 20 days, our team intervened. We
succeeded in getting collaboration with Vizhuthugal
organization from Coimbatore which had been
involving in the first incident. On the request from the
Child Rights network, we PWTN and Vizhuthugal
decided to handover the case to Advocate Geetha for
filing a writ petition in the high court in the name of the
victims.

Suspicious Death of School Boys at
Avinashi

Building a Broad-based Monitoring and
Intervention Capacity

Some Highlight Cases
Human Rights Monitoring
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Murder of a Dalit by Caste Hindus
Raja from Mekkilarpatty, Usilampatty Taluk,

Madurai who was threatened by one Perumal a caste
Hindu for cutting a tree and later called for a Panchayat
was found murdered at the motor room that belongs
to the same Perumal. Our team tried to protect the
wife of the deceased and assisted her in preferring
complaints .But due to the willful negligence of the
police and their support to the perpetrators, the victim
had been forcibly taken from the police station by the
relative because of the threat posed by the caste
Hindus. We are still in touch with the local contact
persons and when the victim comes out of the clutches
of the caste Hindus we will initiate further actions.

S. No Form of Violation 
No. of Fact 
Findings 

Done 

 Custodial violence  

1.1 Death in Police Custody 13 

1.2 Death of Judicial Custody 7 

1.3 Encounter Deaths/ Murder 6 

2 Custodial Torture 54 

3 Caste related Violence and Discrimination 6 

3.1 Caste Violence  9 

3.2 Caste Discrimination / Untouchability 37 

3.3 Violence Against Dalit Women - 

4 Violence Against Women 4 

4.1 Sexual atrocities against woman / Sexual harassment  
at workplace 

23 

4.2 Sexual abuse of girl children 15 

5 Corporal punishment 27 

6 Poverty / Starvation Death - 

7 Bonded Labour 9 

8 Violence Against Minorities 1 

9 Election related Violence  2 

10 Others 46 

 TOTAL 239 

Dalit houses at Mela Urappanur village in
Tirumangalam Taluk, Madurai district were attacked
and looted by a gang of Caste Hindus on 14th
Sep'05. On receiving information about this through
phone calls from the village and reports in the media
(on 15 Oct'05), our Monitoring team undertook a
fact finding on 15th & 16 Oct'05. We could meet
only the officials on the first day (15h October 05).
On 16 October, 05, the team visited the spot, met
the victims and others and obtained their statements

As monitoring alone cannot render justice or give
answer to human rights violations, People's Watch
Tamil Nadu makes interventions in issues taken up
by it in the various forms of legal justice. These
interventions are in the courts and commissions
within the State of Tamil Nadu and at the national
level. Interventions are also made at the
international level by seeking support and solidarity
of various credible human rights organizations and
approaching the UN mechanisms available for
highlighting issues of human rights violations in
India.

Fact Findings Undertaken

Brutal attack  by unruly Caste Hindus in
Mela Urappanur

Complaints Sent to Redressal
Mechanisms

Courts of Law  Total 

Writ before High Court 5 

Appeals before District Court, High Court 1 

Complaints sent to Commissions :-  

NHRC (National Human Rights Commission) 62 

SHRC (State Human Rights Commission) 45 

National Scheduled Castes (SC) Commission 40 

Director of National SC Commission, Tamil Nadu 31 

NMC (National Minority Commission) 11 

SMC (State Minority Commission) 9 

NCW (National Commission for Women) 28 

SCW (State Commission for Women) 24 

United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on Torture 12 

UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women 5 

UN Special Rapporteur on Racial Discrimination  1 

ST 3 

Right To Information Act-Pettions 11 

Asian Human Rights Commission 17 

OMCT 18 

Amnesty 19 

HRW 19 

Forum Asia 1 

HRI India 1 

Total 363 

Petitions

9

Human Rights Intervention




