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1. HUMAN YEARNINGS

Mummy! Mummy........
Why do you scream?
Y ou cut the thorny bush in the

Didn’t you?
Y es! What happened to that now?

That thorny plant has
again sprouted !

My God, we must cut it again.

YesMal Let uscut it!

(Mother carriesacurved knife and cutsthe new leaves and branches. After afew daysthe boy

who goes to the garden to play is surprised to see the new leaves in the plant again. He runs

back to his mother )

Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child

Why does the plant sprout again and again inspite of cutting it?
It islike that

Pease tell me mummy!

That plant also haslife, therefore...

Doesit have life?

Since it haslife it does not want to die.

Why does it not want to die? That plant is of no value to anyone
We have adso no use of it. But, that plant has life.

Therefore...

Since it haslife, it has ayearning to live!

Does only this thorny plant have that desire?
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: My son! You are very intelligent, you ask very inquisitive questions.
. Pleasetell me, mal

. | have alot of work to do, ask daddy when he comes in the evening O.K.?
 Yes ma

(Evening — Father returns from office)

. Daddy! daddy! Mummy is very bad.
. Why? What happened?

. He has been continuoudy asking questions since morning.

You will be dbleto handle him.

: What my son?

. Was there not a thorny plant in our garden? Mummy chopped it off last week.

Today it has sprouted. It is not at all required by us. Then why does this plant
sprout again? | asked mummy. Mummy tellsmethat it also hasadesiretolive. It
yearnsto live. What is meant by yearning.

. All the creaturesin thisworld yearn to live — like to live. Thisyearning is

common to everybody, everything, my son.

. If yearning is natural then isit not unfair to cut it?
. You areright!

. If plants possess this yearning, then men should also haveit.

Isit not, daddy!

. Certainly. Everyone has desires or yearnings.
: Do you have any yearning, daddy?

. | have, Your mother aso has. You aso have!
: Metoo? | do not yearn for anything.

: No, no! you certainly havel

: How? daddy!

- Don’t you think that we should buy you whatever you desire. Don't you think that
you should be taken to festivals? Don't you think that we should buy toffees for

you? Like this you may have so many desires.

. Isit yearning daddy?

Some may desireto go for higher studies. Some may long to become devoteesto
God. Some may yearn to have good hedlth. Some yearn to be treated with
equality. Some desireto be free. Like thisthere are so many yearnings!
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Child : What can we do about these things?

Father : Wearehumanbeings. Sowe should
not only worry about our
yearnings, but also try to understand
and respect others' yearnings too.

Child : My neighbour Mdlikais not going

yearning to go to school Daddy?

own

the longing for life

Child : Then daddy, please tell me, When

would manifest themsalves in our minds?

Father : Good question! This longing is with us since our birth. It would be aways in our
mind. It isvisible when a person isin difficulty. Look! | have some news paper
cuttings. | would read someof theevents. Listen carefully. Thenyouwill understand

what | said.

Human Yearnings 1

Source: Human Scape — May 2002

Sindhu, Age 14. SheisaDdlit girl, who belongs
to the community whose occupation isto remove
human excreta. The class teacher does not
alow her to St dong with other students. Sheis
madeto sit dlonein the last bench. Though she
is good in studies, she has to discontinue her
studies since sheistreated so. Shetellsasocia
worker, “1 wanted to become adoctor. But my
dreamshave been shattered.” Another boy says,
“Our classteacher instructs me to Sit in the last
bench. Are we not human beings? Don't we
havedignity? Don’'t we have the desireto uphold
our dignity? Won't they treat us equally and on
apar with others?



Human Yearnings 2

Lying on hisdeath bed, the old man ismurmuring
something. Y ou know what he says? He says
he needs six feet of land to bury after he dies.
There is no buria ground in the locality where
heisliving. He has already given a petition to
the District Collector. He has stated in that
petition “1 am struggling for life.

There is no cremation ground in our locdity. | don’t want to put others to difficulties after my
death. Therefore, kindly arrangefor acremation ground and let my soul rest in peace.”

L akshmi(32), was set ablaze by her hushand. She was sdlling flowers for her livelihood.
Her husband was a drunkard. He used to drink and thrash his wife. One day, while
quarrelling, he poured kerosene over his wife and set fire on her.. Luckily she escaped
death. At present, sheliveswith her children.
Her whole body is scarred and it speaks
volumes about her marita life.

Y ¢, sheprefersto live with her husband!
When asked why sheis till living with that
husband, do you know what her reply is?
“Who will look after my four children?

Considering the future of the children| have

withdrawn the case -and put up with him.”



Human Yearnings4

Janu isonly 30 yearsold. She belongs to the
state of Kerala. She has established therights of three
lakh tribal people by her determined fight. The tribas

because of their ignorance had lost their landsto others.

Andredising that that wasthereason for al their woes,
she organised the tribals and formed an association.
They struggled together and got back their lands. The Keraatribals hold Janu astheir goddess

who has saved them.

Reenabelongsto Kerala. Her father got her married off to an old man for money. She
did not like to live with him. So she returned home. Her father who was living on his aged
wife'sincome, suddenly died. All these events made Reena mentally ill. Not knowing where
she was going, she boarded atrain and got down at Coimbatore station and she was admitted
in alunatic asylum as per the orders of the Magistrate. Sheis still there. She is completely
cured of her mental illness, now. However, her people are not ready to take her back home. “I
have become norma now. My people who call on me on occasions like Onam know this. Yet
no oneisready to take me home. If my brothers areinformed of my recovery, they would take

me home. Itislong sincel met al of them. Will you please make arrangements?’.

Child: I am much disturbed daddy. Now | understand that there are hidden desiresin

everyone’ smind.



TYPES OF YEARNI NGSI

We have aready seen that the desire to live is common to dl living beings, of dl the
living beings, Man has more desiresthan other beings. Shall we discover what these yearnings

or desires are?
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6) Longing for material things

[ want a good shirt like that
of my friend. My parents should
buy me all the books as soon as

the school opens. They must give

Qwe pocket money everyday. /

Theright tolivein peacerequiresthat political, economic or social activities
of the state, the corporate sector and the civil society should respect the
security of all peoples, especially of vulnerable groups. People must be
ensured security in relation to thenatural environment they life, the political,
economic and social conditionswhich permit them to satisfy their needsand
aspirations without recourse to oppression, exploitation, violence, and
without detracting from all that is of valuein their society,

(Article 4-3, Asian Human Rights, Character; a People’s Charter, 1998)




ﬂ)Longingforknowledge: \

My knowledge should
improve, | should get good
teachers. | need all kinds of
books. There should be a lot of

facilities in the school for me to

& y
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/3) Longing for relationshia
My father and mother

should be affectionate to me.
My teacher should speak to

me lovingly. My classmates

Kshould relate well with me. /

6 Longing for creative worm

| have a great desire to
draw. Any scene | see, | long
to draw. When any one sees
me drawing at home they
always scold me and ask me
to read my lessons. | yearn to

Qeep on drawing. )

A child’s full development is possible only in an atmosphere
of happiness and affection.

Preface to the agreement on the rights of children by U.N. - year 1989.




6) Longing for an honest or
truthful life

My classmates have a lot of

cash on them. They cheat their

parents saying that they need cash to
buy books or note books. | do not like
this. I wantto speak truth always. On

the other hand, some of my friends

do not bring lunch at all. If asked why,
they say they have no money to buy

food. It disturbs me when | see and

hear of such things. Why do some

people remain poor while some others

arerich? I wish everybody gets what
&e/she needs. )

ﬁ) Longing for belief in Goa

| have great faith in God.

But, | don’t understand why
violence is perpetrated in the

name of gods and religion. | long

%:‘;:' 1 ‘.-h ) \for religious harmony. J




ﬁs) Longing for Social Status \

My father cleans latrines for
livelihood. | studied upto 8" standard.
Then dropped out due to poverty. But
the desire to continue my studies is
always there. Not only that. | wished
to become a Doctor, but it did not
happen. | wish that at least in my next

birth my dreams come true. This is

the longing of 14 year old Radha.
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[9) Longing for independence\

My name is Meera. |am
studying in ninth standard. My
brother is studying in 8" standard.
Every evening my brother would
play with his friends. But | am
denied the privilege of playing
because, my mother says, as a girl,
| should remain in the house. So, |
remain shutin the house. |sincerely

desire that | should also be allowed

to play with my friends like my
brother.




EXERCI SE TO BE GUI DED BY THE TEACHERI

All the exercises given in this book should be done on the guidance of the
teacher.

Class Exercise

1. A. You have read about the longings of various kinds of people! How do you fed after
reading them?
(a) Worried (b) Surprised  (c) Happy (d) Nothing
B. What Rights have the following logt in their lives?
- Rights lost by Sindhu
- Rights lost by the old man
- Rights lost by Lakshmi
- Rights lost by Reena

C. How does the yearning of Janu differ from the yearnings of others?

D. What isthe reason for their different unfulfilled yearnings?

2. A. Read out to the class the reasons why your father goes to work.

C. Why does the teacher teach the lessons? Write down the basic reasons for it and discuss
in the class.

3. A child which was playing near thewell tumbled over something and suddenly dipped into the

All have a right to live in peace without being involved in

violence.
- Asian People Human Rights Document, 1988
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well. You happento seeit. But you do not know swimming. What will you do? Why?
a) Students should share their views.
b) And finaly the teacher would summarise and give his her views.

4. Either you or somebody holdstightly to ahen or any other domestic anima in the house What
would be its fedlings (a) you share your views with the class. (b) Findly the teacher would
summarise and give hig’her views.

5. Keeping thetitle of the lesson in mind (a) you write out an imaginary interview with any of the
living beings you like most (bacteria, creatures that crawl, birds, animals, vegetation, trees and
any other thing. (b) Share thisin the class room.

6. List on asheet of paper, your recent fulfilled and unfulfilled yearnings under separate headings.

Fulfilled year nings Unfulfilled yearnings
a a
b b.
c C.

7. Select two of your important longings and write them on a sheet of paper without mentioning
your name and leave it on your teachers table. Then the teacher should compile the points
together and hold adiscussion with the students and deliver his/her collective view and share hig/

her thoughts.

8. One student should read out the poem given here loudly and other students should repesat it.
After the reading is over, they should list the longings of the living beings on the blackboard.

Every person hastheright to the protection of the law against abusive attacks
upon his honour, her/his reputation, and her/his private and family life.
(Article5, American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, 1948).
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VIBRANT LIFE

Wherever we look we notice vibrant life. Chop off a plant, new
leaves come up. Trim the Rose plant, new tender leaves sprout. Catch a
butterfly, it will flutter its wings. Release it, it would fly away with joy.
Just poke a caterpillar, it will coil into a ring instantly. If left as such, it
will uncoil after a while and continue its journey. Touch a snail, it will
withdraw its head inside its shell-house. Then sometime later it will
draw its head out and continue its peaceful journey. A dog hit by a stone
barks. It says its very life has been affected. The baby cries, it is hungry
for milk. Milk is necessary for it to live. The students shiver with fear at
the sight of the cane in the hand of the Teacher. If he is caned, his
emotional life is affected.

The doctors check the pulse, to measure the dying spirit of life.
So wherever we look, life throbs. That is the Vibrancy of life!l Yearnings
for life! So, my dear children, we shall let living things live. So we shall
fulfill the yearnings of living beings. Let us allow a thousand flowers to
bloom.

And let thousands and thousands of lives greet you heartily!

Home exercise

9. Tak to one of your friends/ girl / boy and an old person and find out their longings

Longings Friend/girl friend/boy Old man

Longing 1

Longing 2

Longing 3

Human beingsarelikethe partsof abody. When a part of the body
isaffected, the other parts of body do not remain quiet and they too
get affected similarly. Similarly, when a member of the society is
affected other memberswill not remain idle.
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2. COMMUNITY LIFE

All of you know about M.G.R. who was

the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. He hasacted
in many films. In “ Adimai Penn” (Slave

Woman), he playstherole of aprince. Thevillian

of the story killstheking and imprisonsthe prince.

The Princeisputin anisolated cell. He spendsall

his childhood in the prison and isreleased in hisyouth. Do you know what happens? He cannot
speak. He cannot stand erect. He remains hunch — backed. Therefore he does not move with
anyone. Hejust stares at everybody. He did not possess the knowledge that was expected of
him. When he sees people, helooks at them in astonishment. After sometime, after he comes
into contact with people, he dowly startsrelating to people. Helearnsthe language. Heisable
to identify people and associate with them.

What do we understand from this story?

That child which is shown in the picture was aso born into a family like us. But that
child did not get the opportunity to live with his Father and Mother, like us. He was kept secluded
from the whole society too. Because of that he could not speak. He could not recognise
anyone. He had no knowledge of anything around.

A manisborninto asociety. He getsreal knowledge when he livesin asociety. He
learns everything from the society. He establishes communication with his father and mother
and other relations. If he lives alone, he will not beaman at al. So we call man asocia animal.

Suppose a new born child is adopted by a foreigner and taken to that country. It is
brought up there. Will that child speak Maayalam or the language of the Country inwhich heis

brought up? Certainly it will speak the language of the country where it is brought up. It will
14



imbibe their culture because society is made up of people. If there are no people, thereis no
society. People establish relationships with one another. We are born in a family. We live
amidst our father, mother, brothers and sisters. We get annoyed if someone finds fault with our
father or mother or brothersand sisters. We will react if anybody harms them. Wearebornin
afamily. But, do we have relationships only with our family members? A family relaionship
enlarges into a relationship with the people of our village. Like that it extends further to one's
country. Thisrelationship isanatura one. Wewill get angry, if the family members are harmed.
We will get angry if someone spesks ill of our village. We will explode into action if any

foreigner speaksiill of our country.

Do we not watch the game of cricket?
Why do we earnestly wish that our
country wins when it plays against
another country? How excited we are

when our country wind And when it

loses, how worried we are!l Are
cricketersour family members? No, then

why do we worry?

We call thisinvisible relationships!

Indigenous and tribal peoples shall enjoy the full measure of human rights
and fundamental freedoms without hindrance or discrimination... No form of
force or coerction shall be used in violation of the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of the peoples...

(Article 3, International Labour Organization: Convention Concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in
Independant Countries, 1989)
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Take for instance, animals. They live in jungles. They live in herds. See the deer.
They would remain together, they would feed together. Assume, a hunter kills one of them.
What do the deers do? Will they question the hunter as to, why he killed one of their mates?

Will they stand up together to attack the hunter? No, they smply run away for their dear
life. If aman from avillage, goes to another village and assaults a man of that village, what do
the people of that village do?

They attack him. Deerslivein herds. But they do not have the sense of kinship. Ina
society where peoplelive together collectively, thereiskinship. Each would share the happiness
or the sorrow of the others. Therefore we say man is born in asociety, livesin a society and
diesin asociety.

Classwork

1. Imagine you are settled in some place, other than your native place. What would be your
feelings?

Mankindisan inseparableandindivisiblefamily. All themembers
of the family are also responsible for any wrong act If any one of
the member does something wrong, all othersare also responsible
for that

- Mahatma Gandhi
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2. Some of you might be in the hostel away from the family. What would be your feglings?

3. Imagine the feelings of an orphan whose parents are not aive and write them down.

4. Youarelocked up in aseparate room for two days and it has been ordered that you shall not

meet anybody or speak to anybody (a) How will you fed? (b) Why do you fed like that?
(c) What lessons do you learn from this?

5. Human beingisasocia animal but some among them refuse to live asa Community. What
could be the reasons.

Any section of thecitizensresiding in theterritory of India or any part
thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall
have the right to conserve the same.

(Article 29.1, constitution of India)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to value and preserve the
rich heritage of our composite culture.

(Article 51A, Constitution of India)
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Home work

6. After you have learnt this lesson, do you want to live with one another with society?

If the answer is‘yes, state the reasons.

1. () You will draw a picture describing human being as a socid animal and bring it to the

class.

(b) You give these drawings to your teacher the next day

(c) Exhibit them for everybody to see.

(d) Each student chooses a drawing other than his’her own. Share your views that the
drawing gives you in relaion to this lesson with the dass.

(e) Ladtly the teacher would share hisher collective opinion with the students

A man should respect another man without
discriminating against him.
(Article 28. African document 1981 of human rights and people’s rights)
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3. PLURI COMMUNITIES

Today we are going to read a lesson on our

Dear students!

country India, our motherland. We say, weare children
of thiscountry. | am going to test your knowledge about
our country. Every one of you should stand up and give

different facts about our country! 0.k.?

Students : OK. Sir,

Teacher : Yes begin!

Student 1 : Indiaisan ancient country.

Student 2 : Indiaisabig country.

Student 3 :  Thisisthe land where Gandhi was born.
Student 4 : Indiais a sub-continent.

Student 5 :  The capitad of Indiais Dehi.

Student 6 :  Severa languages are spoken in India
Student 7 @ Itisaland of many races.

Student 8 : There are many religions here.
Teacher : Good, Wonderful! Isthere anything else?
Student 9 : There are various customs and cultures.
Student 10:  Weareliving in unity.

All of you have said good points. Now | would liketo ask you aquestion.
Some students mentioned that there are many languages, many religionsand
many ethnic groups. But, you dso say we are dl living in unity. How isthis

possible?

Protection of interests of minorities

(1) Any selection of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part
thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall bave the
right to conserve the same.

Art. 29 (1), Constitution of India
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Student 1

Student 2 :

Student 3 :

Student 4

Teacher

Student

Teacher

Student

Teacher

Student

Teacher

You are correct, Sir, | think it is not good to have so many different groups.
There would be no peace. Confusion alone would prevall.

There should be only one language, one race and one culture. Otherwise, unity is
impossible.
It iswrong. There are many kinds of flowers in our garden and just becuase

there are so many varieties,the garden looks beautiful.

(But each variety of plants is not equal in number). One variety is more in
number, and another variety isless. Can we views al these varieties equally?

: Somekinds of plants may be more in number and some others may beless. Yet

al plants should be looked after with equal attention. All plants, be they less or
more, havelife. Wemugt dl realisethat each plant hastheright to live. Similarly
if all mgjority or minority communities, upper - caste or lower - caste, devel oped
language or didect are treated equaly, there be no problem in our country.

. If treated equally will unity come on its own accord?

- Certainly, when people are treated alike there will not be any discrimination. Not

only that—we should also accept thefact that these differencesarenatural.
We should aso accept that everyone hasaright to speak hislanguage and everyone
has a right to worship the God of his choice. We must recognise the individual
characteristics of each other. If done like that there would be no confusion.

: Would you explain thisin detail Sr?
o Yes, sure.

Just asthere are several varieties of plantsin agarden, there are several kinds
of human beings in a country. All cannot be the same but they have to be

united, Do you understand?

. If s, Indid s beauty liesin this plurdity.

. Surely. That iswhy, we have divided our country into various states, and we have

passed laws to protect one's language and  culture, though Indiais one.
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You are going to a shop to buy
a doll. What do you see there?
Just only one kind or various
kinds of dolls? Talking dolls,
walking dolls, singing dolls, My
God! How many kinds! Won't we
buy the doll we like the most?
If there is only one kind, Can

we buy the doll we like?

One kind of doll - Singular ? 2
Several kinds of dolls - Plural? AT

Do you want Singular or Plural?

Let usrecdl the previouslessons. Everyone hasthe desireto live. The desire might be
that of individuas. It might be the desire to live collectively. An individua lives as part of a
group and in harmony with others. Even though he/she might be a member of a group, he/she
might recognise and respect the other groups and live in harmony with other groups. This is
what we cal plural society.

A garland with a variety of flowers

How many kinds of flowersarethere?

Each flower isdistinct in colour, individualistic in character.
Which oneismorebeautiful ? Which oneisnot? Doweevaluate
likethis? No. We admire all the flowers.

Though they are bound together they add to the beauty without
losing their individuality. Have you observed this?
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Class - work
(1) @ What are the three important views/ things you like the most in this lesson?

b) Why do you like them?

¢) Share your views with the class
Thingsyou like most Reason

2. (&) Bringaplant from the school garden
totheclass. Look at the various parts
of the plant.

(b) What do we learn when we look at
it with dl the parts duly integrated?

(c) How do they work unitedly?

Two eyes - but a single vision.
Fivefingers- yet they function in unison.
A great variety of organs - but they constitute a single body
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Home work

(3) Each student must bring a flower form home and arrange al of them in the flower vase on

the table. What message does these flowers convey to us? Share it with the class

(4) Which one do you like— plura or singular?

(@) Draw picturesin the squares. (b) using colour pencils give them appropriate
shade. (c) state whether you like Singular or Plurd

A Dummy Panchayat Board President

4 ) 4 )

Plural

Rose Lotus Jasmine Lily

(
-

[ \ Singular [ \

Lotus Lotus \Lotus Lotus

J

Wereaffirm that discrimination between human beings on grounds of race, colour
or ethnic origin is an obstacle to friendly and peaceful relations among nations
and is capable of disturbing peace and security among peoples, and the harmony
of persons living side by side even within one and the same State.

(Preamble, UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1965)
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4. Human Dignity

It wasan idol of Lord Buddha. It wasmade of clay. A group of People
weretaking it to another place, to keep it safe. On the way there was
a heavy rain. Theidol made of clay began to dissolve. People who
noticed it were worried. Then a wonder took place. Buddha's eyes
and then his face, hands and legs and the whole body melted down
and that idol became gold and it glittered. Fearing the safety of the
idol, the elders had coated the golden idol with clay.

We are also like that idol. We have forgotten the golden
Buddhain side us.

Real incident 1

Mentally ill patients charred to death

1 ——
There are 16 mental asylums at Erwadi. Some 650 j E‘{, ?& %ﬁ’:uﬂ-a_"ﬂ

mental patients are housed there. The asylum keepers 3{ jﬁ%ﬁﬁ@f&?&%ﬁ
have been collecting Rs.500 to Rs.1500/- per head per '| IE%':, i{‘%ﬂ\w -
month from each patient. But even toilet facilities are not ‘_ﬁ ]’E ;_}:,’ L*;%“-ﬂ .
there. Petients will be given food only once a day. #j\\%ih.ﬁw& ﬁ: ; ng
- S ATy

Even this may not be given on some days. Sometimes
they would give only stale and rotten food. 11 patientswho had eaten thisfood have died sofar.
The tragedy is that only two families have come to Erwadi, to see their relatives kept in these
asylums after the fire accident which claimed 28 lives. When the Government announced a
compensation of Rs.50,000/- this number increased to 15. More than one have clamed
‘ownership’ of one patient.
Even aweek after the incident, less than 100 patients have been taken home by their families.

No one has cometo take back about 400 mental patients. Even those who take back the patient

are doing so, only at the insstance of the police, a warden reported.

India today August 22,2001
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Incident 2

“There are three tea stalls in one of the
villages of Tamilnadu. Thereis a separate glass for
me. It is of course an eversilver tumbler. But they
would keep it separately. They will pour theteain it
and giveittome. After drinking, | must duly washit
and place it back.

They assaulted me on the election day.
Somehow | managed to escape. | have won the
election. But what istheuse?Itisnow 5 yearssince
| became the president of the panchayat.

“They havenot dlowed meto functioninthe
panchayat office. | would be sitting in the Panchayat
Board mestings like a dead-weight. Others would
speak and take decisonsand | smply sign.Grievance
day was held in our panchayat. Collector aso came.
| paid money out of my pocket and prepared meals by T bl
hiring the services of other caste people. But | could
not sit and dine with them. In the village al the people would add “ da” (addressing in the
singular) as a suffix to any word addressed to me and my children as a mark of disrespect. We
would feel humiliated but we cannot even call them by their names.

The boys of other caste people would not relate with the boys of our caste. My son who
has studied 12" standard has run away from the house without telling aword to me, as he could
no longer bear the insult of taking teain atumbler or glass kept separately for our community
and walking barefoot out of compulsion. | am still searching for my son. | have been undergoing
this insult for the past 43 years. No change has come. | do not hope that the situation will
change. | have trained my children to walk bare foot and to live without tea. My father had
never been to the tea stall, as he did not want to be an object of insults. He had a dignified life
and even death.

Do you want to know who has said al this? A Panchayat Board President.

HUMAN DIGNITY

It isthe goal dreamt of
by every human person,
that which is aspired for
by every human community or social groupy
Women and men,

young and old yearn for this.
Dalits and Adivasis desire this;
Teacher and students,

mothers and fathers want this.
This desire isin everyone of us.

All of us fed the need for it.
|
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Incident 3

People for Sale

& The people living in this region have been sdlling kidney — for the past 10 years. Asa

result, many are suffering endlesdy. Most of the kidney donors are lepers.

& Rajan who had sold hiskidney for maintaining hisfamily fel ill. Hiswife sold her kidney
to save her husband. “He has sold hiskidney to save alife. Now for his own survival
he needs akidney. Rs.20,000/- (Rupees Twenty Thousand) isrequired for this. Where
will I go?’ So cries Kamala

& Mary has sold one of her kidneys a month ago to run her family. Now sheisill. Added
to this, sheis aso carrying a child.

Incident 4

Untouchability

This is a village in Erode district. A woman, belonging to scheduled caste was ap-
pointed as acook in the Nutritious Meal Programmein aprimary school there. The upper caste
people did not like it. They opposed her appointment and gave an application to the Head
Master to transfer her. The Head Master did not oblige. Therefore they sent their children to
school with their lunchin abox. Many parents demanded Transfer Certificates and created a
problem.

Do you know what the youth have to say? We would not give up in the matters of caste.
If a woman of lower caste makes the food for noon meals who would et that in the village
which hasastrong caste bias?” What do the women of thisvillage say? “Wedon't likeit.” The
Government can pass any order. We cannot change our caste practices for the sake of the
Government. We prefer to provide lunch to our children. Isit wrong?

HUMAN DIGNITY

Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienablerights
of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom. Justice
and peace in the world.

(Preamble, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948).

The peoplesof the United Nationshavereaffirmed their faith in fundamental
human rights and in the dignity and worth of the human person, and have
standards of lifein larger freedom.

(Preamble, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989)
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Incident 5

Children as Bonded Labourers

“These children have been working in the looms from the age of nine. Assoon asthey
join work, the employers would give an advance of Rs.3000/- It is amost like mortgaging the
children. From morning seven until night, they must work on the looms continuoudy with no
interval. They are paid only fifty to sixty rupees. Until the advance amount isrepaid thereisno
escape from this. Paani who has recently died had also been pledged for three thousand
rupees. He worked only for a few days. He was blamed for something and he died. An
affected person asks, “Do you know how many children have been pledged like this at
Kancheepuram?’

“A little girl mortgaged just a year ago unable to bear the atrocities, set fire to herself
and died. Another girl goesfor work with awound on her neck. If mortgaged during the month
of Dec-Jan the children should work for more than eighteen hours a day. Do you know how
many children have committed suicide because of the above atrocities?

Don’t you think these incidents question the very concept of human dignity?

& What happens to their dignity when children become bonded |abourers?

& Why was the Panchayat Board President not considered a human being?

& Why were mentd patients not treated as humans beings?

& When the cook of the Nutritious Meals Programme happened to be a scheduled caste
woman, why should they refuse to eat the meal?

& There might be people of different kinds. But what istheir common character? That
isdignity. When dignity is denied, right of existence and life are denied.

5.5 Dignity denied & &5 Right denied & & Humanism denied

\

Werecognisetheaspirationsof theindigenousandtribal peoplesto exercise
control over their own institutions, ways of life and economic development
and to maintain and develop their identities, languagesandreligions, within

the framework of the State in which they live.
(Preamble, International Labour Organization: Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in
Independant countries, 1989)
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The Experience of Mahatma Gandhi

Once Gandhiji travelled in a train in South
Africa. He sat in a compartment reserved
for white men. He was thrown out of the
compartment by the white man who asked,
“How can a black Indian travel in our
compartment?’ This was a great insult to
him. He felt that the white men had no
regard for Gandhi’s salf-respect or dignity,
and so threw him out. This experience of

Gandhiji’s made him resolve to fight and to
uphold the dignity of Indians.

Experience of Dr. Ambedkar

When Dr. Ambedkar was a small boy, he was not
alowed to sit adong with others equaly in the class
room. He sat onthefloor over agunny sack and studied
his lessons. He was treated like this because he
belonged to the lower caste. He fdt it was a great
insult to him. He redlised that the human dignity of
millionsand millions of hisdalit brothersand sistersare
destroyed likethis. Thisexperienceforced himtowork
for the liberation of the Ddit people.

When aperson loses his salf respect, when otherstreat him asalesser human being, his
dignity isdestroyed. It causesatraumain hismind. So the experiences of some people develop
inferiority complex. Gandhiji and Dr. Ambedkar propelled them to work for the dalits, helping
them to retrieve their human dignity.

Therefore everybody should be respected by others. He must be treated with dignity.
Only in these circumstances a man can live asahuman being. Thisisadeep seated desire that
everyone of ushas. The ultimate end of al yearningsisto live with human dignity.
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Classwork

1. Ask the students to read the incidents narrated in this lesson and then let them think over

them. Then, ask them to answer the following questions.

(8) What is the message conveyed by these incidents?

(b) Human beings fear to be different. But everybody has different, good qualities. Do
you accept this?

(c) Of course wearegood. But, like the statue coated by clay, We are also covered by
bad qualities.What arethey? Arethey casteism, religious intolerance, jeal ousy etc?

(d) What are the rights that men lose because of their outward appearance?

2 (& Students may be divided into groups and these incidents will be read doud again.
(b) After reading, each group will share their fegings with the other groups
(c) List out the rights lost by the people involved in these incidents.

Concerned person Rights lost

1. | Mentd patients

2. | The Panchayat Board President

3. | Those who have lost their kidneys

4. | Bonded labourers

5. | Thelady cook of the Nutritious
Meds Programme

To live with dignity is the ultimate goal of all
human aspirations.
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(3) You have read the experiences of two national leaders. (Which one of the sentencesin the

narrative touched you very much? Why?)

Sentence Reasons

(4) (& From your experience say how rmuch of human respect have the following persons
received or lost? Mark (=) in the appropriate box.

The people According to me, the human respect
I have met the following persons havereceived is
Very large large less | very lesg
1.Sweeper
2.Domestic Servant
3.Beggar

4.Cycle Rickshaw Puller

5.A Poor llliterate

6.Starving child

7. Agriculturd Coolie

8.Cook in the Nutritious Meal Scheme

9. Aged person

10.Handicapped

11.Child labourer

12.Widow

13.Physically challanged person
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b) Which one of the box has the maximum number of markings?

¢) What do you understand when you analyse the number of markings?

d) State the reason why you did not choose to mark in certain boxes.

5. Which of the following activities will promote human dignity? If yes mark (<) tick mark, if
no, make the (x) mark. State the reasons for your answers.

Activities

Right

Not right

Reason

1. Despising others or talking ill of others

2. Treating others as equals

3. Il trestment of daughter-in-law by mother-in-law

4. Speaking affectionately

. Giving low sdlary / wages

. Giving equd rightsto girls

. Recelving dowry

5
6
7. Controlling by intimidation
8
9

. Receiving bribes.

10. Protecting living beings

11. Raising objections to obscene wall posters

12. Compelling a girl into amarriage

13. Torture of prisoners

14. Abolishing child labour

15. Rendering medical facilities to the poor

We believethat abolition of the death penalty contributesto the enhancement
of human dignity and progressive devel opment of human rights.
(Preamble, Second Optional Protocol to the International Convenant Civil and Political Rights, 1989)
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(6) What are the ways and means you advocate for safeguarding the human dignity of the
following:

The persons | have met The ways and means | advocate to
safeguard their human dignity

1. Sweeper

2. Domestic Servant

3. Beggar

4. Cycle Rickshaw Puller

5. Old person

6. Starving child

7. Hand cart pullers

8. Physically challenged person

9. Agricultura coolie

10. Illiterate poor
11. Child labourer

12. Widow

Home work

7. If your friend tears your photo in your presence, what will be your fedings? Write them
downin fivelines

8. Message given by the mirror

() What isthe message amirror conveys to you when you stand
in front of it and make you up daily in the morning.
? You must appreciate your own beality.
? Not only you but aso others should praise
you.
?  Not only your beauty, but also your dignified
gppearance, and salf-respect must be praised.

1 ;" r
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Of the three views stated above

(1) Which one has often come to your mind?

(2) Which one of the views is important to your life according to you? What is the reason?

(B) What would bethe condition of the poor children who do not have ether the opportunity
or the facility to make themselves-up, standing in front of a mirror? And what would be
thelevd of their sdf-regpect? Write your fedings and views and bring them to the school
to share your fedings.

(C) Dignity and fedings are common to everybody. Why isthis common character destroyed
inthecaseof afew? Writean essay or poem on thisview and share your ideaswith your
class mates.

-
Look! at the self respect of women!

Half of thewomen murderedin our country arekilled
in their bedrooms. Sexual harassment hasincreased by 40%,
dowry death has increased by 15.2%, kidnapping and
smuggling of girl children hasincreased by 87.2%. To these
girls even the womb of their mothers are not safe. The act of
stripping Draupathy by the Kauravas is happening
everywhere. | would like to cite a poem of Prime Minister
Vajpayee, entitled “Draupathi is stripped of her clothes in
every panchayat” let us understand that when women, or
scheduled caste / schedule tribes are denied dignity, it is

denial of democracy.
President K.R.Narayanan
25, January 2002 R.day Address.
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DESTRUCTI ON OF HUMANNESS




Part - 2 I

DESTRUCTI ON OF HUMANNESS

Prejudices
Words that Hurt

Destructive Deeds

Fragmented Community
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5. PREJUDICES

Rajan was working in a bank. He wanted to
build a house of his own at Kottayam and
bought asite. He made al the arrangements
for building ahouse a the site purchased. One
day hetook hiswife and showed her the site.
His wife was very happy about the place and
plan of the house. When they were returning

happily, they had a diadogue.

Wife : Who is building the house next to ours?

Husband : Why do you ask?

Wife - Weare going to live sde by sde through out. Should | not know who my
neighbour is?

Wife . Our caste?

Husband : No, some other caste

Wife . Samerdigion?
Husband : No!
Wife : Oh my! We don’t need this house

Husband : (Angrily) Are you playing? We have got a loan and bought the site. The
sanctioned loan amount for building the houseis likely to be given soon. And
now you say, you don’'t want this house! Are you kidding?

Wife . Yesl havegivenit alot of thought. | don’t want this house.

Husband : Tdl me why?

Wife . Please ligen! If you go to the office in the morning you will come only in the

evening. | am going to remain in the house done. So | have to decide in this
matter. Y ou have to choose between me and the house.
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Husband

Wife

Husband :

Wife

- The happiness of the family is more important to me. Now tell me why

you didike it?

. Generdly people of that religion will not be agreeable. Everyone saysthat they

are not good people. They arerough. They won't move amicably. They would
not adopt a give and take policy. They would be very jedous and ill-tempered.
Further, you say they are of some other caste. | have my own fears.

Enough, enough, stop! These are al just imagination. Have you ever seen
them? Have you ever had a conversation with them? Have you ever moved
with them? If we are dright, everyone will be aright.

. | have not talked to them or seen them. Itistrue. But everybody says so. Inthe

cinema, TV serids, in the magazines they are described so. Please, let us not
settle here. | am afraid.

What is the truth we come to know from thisincident? Why do we make decisions like
this about people of a particular caste or particular religion?

We have many prejudices or preconceived notions. When we happen to move with
strangers we keep these notions in mind and move with them. This sort of notion in the mind
does not develop a healthy relationship but paves the ways for segregation.

What is prejudice?

Prejudice is a state of mind formed or constructed by false
information, images and wrong opinion of others, other communities
and other religions, and justifying only that opinion as correct.

The reasons for the growth of prejudices:

& lgnorance — Trusting the information given by others as correct without questioning.

&

Rumours — Trusting the rumours without verifying whether they are true.

& Traditiona sayings, proverbs, stories and incidents, riddles — Taking the message conveyed
by them as granted. And with the help, drawing agenera conclusion “ They arealwayslike

this’.

& Jealous — Because of jealousy over another person, having always a bad image of him in

mind.

& Status — The people of the highest level inclined to treat others as mean persons, low class,
and to speak low of them etc. Caste status, wealth, power obtained asaresult of it might be
the reasons for such behaviour.
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Source of prejudices?

FAMILY

The children move with parents,
brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts and
domestic servants. These children
involuntarily learn and reflect the
practices of eldersin the family and
also the opinion these elders have
of others, other castes and other
religions etc.

RELIGION

Religionsplaysan important rolein forming
prejudices. Do not think that God alone
exists in religions. There are various
methods of wor ship, food, dress, and habits
for each religion. When the children grow
in a particular religious culture, it is
natural that they observe certain rites. We
believe ours are the best. When children
are taught that their God is thereal God,
they are prejudiced against other Gods.
Our religion is the best one, so we are
better than others. Their religion isfalse
and therefore they are bads such thoughts
are formed.

Our knowledge has dispossessed us of our trust on human capabilities.
Our intelligence has hardened us. Wethink alot. But wedo not feel .
We need to be more humanitarian than machanical.

-Charlie Chaplin in the picture “The Great Dictator”

38



FRIENDS CIRCLE

A child that has grown in a family
environment passesthrough school, college,
hostel, work etc. and dependsupon various
kinds of people. Itscircleenlarges. From
the little circle of a particular caste,
particular religion and with the notions
formed, when he meetsin the larger circle
people of various castes and religions, new
safeguar dsariseout of reflexiveaction. This
novel experience creates changes in his
opinion and outlook. In someit reinforces
thealready acquired notionsdrawn from the
same caste, family circle, and they get
strengthened.

MASS MEDIA

Ly TwL g

a=The existing prejudices are further
strengthened, by the mass media.

=€ \When reporting incidents of Caste
agitation, religious fights etc. or when
telling stories, over stressing on certain
traits of some societies.

=€ Present the dialect, practices, dress,
style of living etc. of a particular
community or religion.

&€ Separatism, terrorism, rowdyism etc.
are attributed exclusively to particular
social groups.

In short, the family, friends, religion, mass media etc., justify the predeter-
mined opinion of one society about other societies, and stabilise them. The
succeeding generations accept these pre determined notions as time-tested

truths.
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Classwork

1. You have some predetermined notions about the following people. These are based on your
experiences. Please state them and also state how they were formed.

Persons Prejudices
(pre-determined opinions) Why?

1. Beggars

2. Poor people

3. Girld Women

4, Scheduled caste

5. People of other religions

6. People of other castes

7. People speaking other languages

2) The firgt student should tell anincident or astory briefly into the ear of another student. The
second boy who listened to it, should tell the same similarly to athird student. And then the third
to the fourth and so on, upto the twentieth student. The twentieth student should share with the
classwhat he has heard. Then thefirst student who initiated the round should share hisversion
of the story with the class. (@) Is there any difference between the two versions (b) if yes,
what is the difference? (c) Why is this difference? (d) What do you learn from this exercise?
3) What are the harmful effects that fall upon the society because of prejudices?

e.g. stunted relationships
L e
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4) You ask your classmates what pre-conceived opinions they have of you

1.

2.

3.

e —

5) (a) You ask your parents and elders of your family about the pre-conceived notionsthey
have about other castes and other religions etc. and list five of them. (b) Further you ask them
why they are holding such opinions. (c) Share their views and reasons given by them with the

class

Pre conceived notion Reasons

g |~ N

6) (a) Inthe proverbsthat people quite often quote in the conversations, and in the stories they
tell, you might hear the pre-conceived notions that they have about the people of other
communities, and other religions, etc. Collect them and read them out in the class.

(e.q.0)
(1) A sparrow might fly high, but can it be a kite?

(2) Why should we educate women who areto end up in the kitchen?

(3) A beauty queen might wear a number of sarees one after another, yet

she can’'t equal aliterate girl —proverb.

What can we do to change these pre-conceived notions? Think over it and share your ideasin
the class.
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6. WORDS THAT HURT

Nandhini, a 9" sandard girl is dark. She has protruding teeth. She aways looks sad.
When the teacher asked her, it was learnt that her parents and other relatives used to scold her
because of her appearance. When shewas only five, her younger sister died. Shewasfair. At
that time Nandhini’s parents said pointing at her, “This blackie could have died but, God has
taken away my beautiful child.” Thesewordshad created adeep wound in the mind of Nandhini.
Since then she has become lifeless, and whenever she heard of death, the harsh words of her
parents haunted her and therefore she cried. She shared this fact with the class teacher.

Rani, isal0" standard student. Very smart girl. Sheishighly talented. She standsfirstinthe
class. Sheliketo participatein dramas. She hasleadership qualitiesof conducting any programme
or event. She once shared with her group of friends, secrets about her growth,

“When | was only five, my aunt told me, that | should be a queen and live upto my
name. She would put me and say you must always strive to be so. This kindled me.
Now thereisakeen desirein meto be progressive. Thereason for thisismy aunt’s
encouraging words’, so she said proudly.

Every human being is entitled to inviolability and to the protection
of her/his good name and honour during her/hislife and after her/
his death.

(Article 4, The Cairo Declaration of Human Rights in Islam, 1990)

Whoever, not being a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
tribe, intentionally insultsor intimidateswith theintent to humiliate
a member of a Scheduled caste or a Scheduled tribe in any place
within public view, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term
which shall not belessthan six months but which may extend to five
and with fine.

(Provision No.3 (x) The Scheduled castes and the Scheduled tribes (Prevention Of Atrocities) Act,
1989).
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Class work

1. (a) What isthe reason for Nandhini’s grief?

(b) If you were in Nandhini’s position (1) How would you have felt?
(2) What would you have done?

(c) What isthe reason for Rani’ s tremendous growth?

2. (38 What are the words that have wounded your mind terribly? List them and state
how this had affected you?

Place

Wordsthat hurt

Impact

In the family

In the class

Among friends

In the playground

In the street

In the bus

In the place of worship.
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(b) Listthewordsthat have encouraged you in your life and also state the effects they had
on you

Persons who encouraged | Words of encouragement Good effects

1

2

3

4

5
(3) (& Recal with what words you have hurt others and write them out

Who do you think Hurting words bad effects
you have hurt

(b) How have you encouraged others and with what words?

Per sons encour aged Words of encouragement Good effects

1

2
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(4) Whom do we regard as lesser-beings in the Society?
List the same and state the reason why they are regarded like this.

Per sons Reasons

9

10

5. (d) What are the words that hurt the girls?

1. On the basis of sex eg. girl child

2. On the basis of appearance e.g. girl with protruding teeth
3. On the basis of profession/occupation e.g. sweeper

4. On the basis of marita status e.g. widow

5. On the basis of economic status e.g. beggarwoman

(b) What are the words that hurt the poor people?
L NAIME m oo e e
2. Appearance - -
3. Profession/Occupation
4. Tradition
5. Inability

States Parties particularly condemn racial segregation and apartheid and
undertaketo prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practicesof thisnaturein territories
under their jurisdiction.

(Article 3, UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forma of Racial Discrimination, 1965).
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(c) What are the words that affect the children very much!
1. Nick Name -----
2. Appearance -

3. Name of animal / creature
4, Family status
5. Economic status

(d) What are the words that wound the people of other religions?

3. Culture
4. Marks of caste, religion

Home wor k

6. (a) Write aletter of encouragement to Nandhini, who is depressed, as a home work and
bring it to the school.

(b) Then read it out in the class.
7. Write aletter to ambitious Rani in order to encourage her more and bring it to the school

8. Write the words or sentences of encouragement and read them out in the class e.g. you
are aresolute girl.

1-- y A ———
c R —— U —
S — S —
R —— R ————
e ——— 10. --

9. (@) Write some derogatory terms that directly hurt
(e.g) curse, abegger dog, waster,

o wpd e
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(b) Have you ever heard such words? What were your feelings at that time?

Words of curses Feelings

(c) Have you ever had the experience of having used such harsh words against anybody?
Imagine what feelings would have arisen in them and write them out

(d) What methods would you adopt not to use such words in future against anybody?
State only three methods here

1

2.

Every individual shall have the duty of respect and consider her/his fellow
beings without discrimination, and to maintain relations aimed at promoting,
safeguarding and reinforcing mutual respect and tolerance.

(Article 28, African Charter on Human Rights and Peoples’ Right, 1981)
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(11) When we curse someone, what rights does that person lose?
(e.g.) Heloses his sdlf respect

The Asian traditions stress the importance of common
cultural indentities. Cultural identities help individuals
and communities to cope with the pressures of economic
and social change; they give meaning to livein a period of
rapid transformation. They are the source of pride and
security. There are amny vulnerable communitiesin Asia
aselsewherewhose culturesarethreatened or derided. Asian
peoples and governments must respect the cultures and
traditions of its diverse communities.

(Article 6.1/ Asian Human Rights Charter: A People’s Charter, 1998).

Wordsare not made of just letters. Not mere sounds. Andthey
arenot meaninglesswords. Words have capabilities. What is
the meaning of the saying, the tip of a nib is sharper than the
edge of a sword?. The words have the power of creating and
destroying. A word can win. A word can kill.
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7. DESTRUCTIVE DEEDS

My mother herself has sold me for thousand rupees

1) “My mother has sold me for one thousand rupees. | will not face her hereafter.

Please send me to my grandmother’s house.” Raghu was quite often repeating that request.

“They had given me the work of frying “Murukku” inthe ail. They havetold meto lift
very big vessels. Unable to carry them | dropped them some times. Once when | dropped a
vessdl they branded me with ared hot iron rod.”

He lifted his shirt to reved the scar on his body.
“1 want to study, Will you please help?’ asked Raghu with tearsin his eyes.

2) “Oneday | over - dept asaresult of fatigue. They branded me on my stomach with
an iron ladle. There were blisters. That day they took me to hospital for treatment. It was
paining incessantly, So | cried. Suddenly the owner shouted at me “Keep quiet! you dog!” and
rubbed chilly paste into the wound. | amost died of pain”.

Children below 14 years are prohibited to work. Government
has restricted the employment of children in hazardous
factories, industries, mines etc. Violators are punishable before
law.
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Balan—asix year old boy, belonged
to ascheduled caste. He went to the shop
to purchase a dlate. That owner scribbled

something on a bit of paper and instructed
the boy to take this to the next shop. He
went to the next shop. The lads who were

whiling away their timein front of the shop,
snatched the bit of paper from Balan and
after reading it wrote something on it and

sent him to another shop. The same thing
happened in that shop aso.

Balan came back home and asked his sister to read it for him. She read it. Do you
know what was written on that paper? “ Do not give him a slate. Let him wander from shop
to shop.”

The tragic experience of having been marginalised

Source : Human Scape ; May 2002.

Itislunchtime. Students are eating the food brought from home sitting in groups under
the shade of trees.

Muthu, Thangapan and Velu, are good friends. They would always be together. They
cometo the school together. Similarly they would go back hometogether.  Although they would
play the gamesin school aong with other students, while eating they would get away from
others. While eating they would share their school experience among themselves.

Hai! wearemen .............. Hai, wearemen/
Likeyou, Like him measuring/ eight length
from Thumb to little finger. We are men!.

Hai weare men !
-Poet Inquilab
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One day the Head master who noticed them Stting for lunch separately from the
others, asks “Why are you three dways dStting separate from the others while egting your
lunch?’ The three do not know how to answer the question put to them point blank. The
Head mader inggts on an answer. “Tdl mefrankly.” Muthu stands up and says “ The other
boys make fun of us, therefore.” The Headmaster asks, ‘Why do they deride you?’ The boy
answers, “they say, we are not clean. They say our food is unclean. They say we are not
civilised people, and they aso hurt us by laughing at us. Other boys aways keep us avay
from them. Even if we want to participate in public programmes they laugh at us. If we get
good marks out of our own efforts they degrade us saying, “They would have copied’.

Like them, we have aso come to the school to study. They hurt us. They move
away fromus. Inwha ways are we different from others? They are dwaysdoing this. And
we are puzzled and we do not know what to do.

Do not worry, my dear boys. It iswrong on their part to behave like thisl. But they
adone are not respongblefor thisbehaviour. The peoplein ther houses, inther villagesor in
ther circles might be having some opinion againgt people of other castes, communities, and
religions. These boys have absorbed these notions. Thiswe call pre-conceived opinions or
prgudice. Suchwrong pre-conceptions had developed in their minds. We see some people

ill treeting some other people and using words of insult and wounding words towards others.

A Greek philosopher was searching something in the day timein
the market place with a lantern in hand.

People asked him what was he searching. Hereplied:
“I am searching for Man!”
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Classwork

This happens because of their fallure to see that they are destroying human dignity.
1. What are the acts of torture experienced in the real life episodes?

a) Bonded Labourers

a

® o 0o T

b) Scheduled caste boy
a

® a0 o

c) Students

©® 2 o o

Traffic of human beings, beggar and other similar forms of forced
labour are prohibited and any contravention of this provision shall be
an offence punishable in accordance with law.

(Article 23, Constitution of India)
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2. What feelings do these episodes or events arouse in you? Y ou write them and share them
with your classmates.

Episodes/ Events Your feding
Event 1 a b c
Event 2 a b c
Event 3 a b c
Event 4 a b c
Event 5 a b c

3. You state your feelings about the people who committed these atrocities and share them with
your classmates.

Per sons Feelings

4. (a) Have you hurt anybody by your actions? If yes who? Why?

Who? Why?
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(b) Has any of the membersin your family hurt others? Who? Why?

Who? Why?
(c) Do the people of your village hurt others? Who? Why?
Who? Why?

(d) Have you ever been hurt by others? What were your feglings then?

Who hurt you?

feelings

Teacher

Parents

Friends

People of Some other caste

People of some other religion

Richmen

Y our relatives
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5. a You know about many such incidents/ events/ episodeslike this, either experienced in life
or heard from others like ( family people, friends, teachers, news papers etc.)
Y ou choose the most unforgettable one that affected your mind deeply and narrateit in
15 lines. When you choose and write you give preference to the incident you saw
directly.
a Read it out dowly to the class
b. Please state why this incident has affected you much?
¢. What change has occurred in your life following this experience?
d. Have you ever rdated this incident to anybody? If yes, to whom? Why did you
relate? If not, why have you not talked about it?
e. Who have been affected morein the above incidents? Who have been less affected?
Who have not been at al affected? Why?

6. The students should enact a drama based upon these incidents in the class.

7. Read out of the episodes mentioned in the lesson to your parents and find out what they feel
and share that in the class.

Unbearable

They have nothing to eat

Nor the wisdom to know why they
are Famished ; and
Perish broken hearted

No way to save these.

- Bharathi
|

Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc. - No child below the
age of fourteen years shall be employed to work in any factory or mine or engaged
in any other hazardous employment.

Art. 14, Constitution of India
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8. FRAGMENTED COMMUNITY

Place : Class room

The teacher advises a student to read out the two incidents recently reported in the
dailies. Discussion follows.

They did not spareeventheelders. They were
even throwing stones at them. They entered
the ladies compartment. Even beforewe could
ask them “Why are you entering?’, they set
fireto the compartments. Many women died
in the flames. Innocent children were also
killed. One old woman begged “Don’'t kill me’,
but she was aso killed mercilesdy.

Interview with a woman passenger who
escaped from the Sabarmathi Train at Godhra that was set ablaze, Midday, 6 March
2002.

*14 persons of my family werekilled in one day. Among them 7 persons belonged to my
father’ sfamily. Theremaining 7 persons belonged to my husband’ sfamily. All the women who
had been killed were raped before they were killed. My three and half year old son was aso
killed. They raped me dso. As| fell unconscious, thinking thet | had died, they left me. My
aunt, my mother, and my three sisterswerekilled. All the personsin the village have run away.
Since the delivery time of my aunt’ s daughter isnearing | am staying inthisvillage. | have given
acomplaint to the police. Will | get justice?

Tragic voice of a woman
communalism combat — March, April 2002.
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Dear Students!

Read the two real incidents stated above. How much your tender hearts would have
suffered? | know how shocked you will be.

Dear Students! Pleaserecall the lesson under thetitle* Social life”. We discussed man
as a social animal. Without society, mankind is impossible. We have seen that man seeks
relationships, relations, affection etc., Is it not? We said he has mercy, love, affection etc.?
Where have they gone?

What isthe difference between man and atiger that chases an innocent deer? Thetiger
also hunts deer that is of some other species. Isit not? We witness man hunting man only

here. Isthere any meaning in this?

We proudly say we are dl Indians. We speak many languages in this country. We
belong to various religions. Yet we say we are al Indians and we are adl the same. We take
oath in the schools on the Solidarity Day. Have we ever thought of fighting with one another?
No. We want to remain united. Isit not? In the school, Murugan plays with Aboobacker and
Aboobacker, with Joseph. Do we think of religion at any time? We gt in the same class
together. We have not become friends on the basis of religion. But what has happened in
Gujarat and what is happening continuoudy?

Therearemany religionsto develop enmity amongst us. But
thereisnot asinglereligion to devel op affectionate relation-
ship amongst us.

V.R. Krishna lyer
Former Supreme Court Judge
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Student :

Teacher :

Student :

Teacher :
Student :

Another :

Student

Teacher :

An Indian stabs another Indian to death

Y ou have expressed it correctly. But what do our Dailies and Weeklies, etc. say?

Hindus are killing Mudims and Mudims are killing Hindus. How isthis?
Isit not aso true Sir?

How can it be true?
Sir, a Godhra Rallway Station the passengers were set to fire and killed. The

victimsare said to be of aparticular religion. Innocent children were also burnt in

that carnage.

This is terrible. But will murder for murder be a solution? After the Gothra
incident, in the disturbances at Gujarat — every day some people arekilled. Some
women are raped. They destroy the children in the embryo stage. They set
commercial establishments ablaze. The people of our country have become
refugeesin our own country. The Prime Mingter of our country has commented
that it isagreat shame. All the countries in the world are watching us.

What lesson does Gujarat carnage teach us?

That we have not yet become asociety. We have not become acivilised society.

We do not have tolerance. We have not learnt to respect the religious beliefs of

others. If we kill just because they belong to some other religion, do we have
humaneness? Can the social fabric be destroyed?

Man has the right to life why are afew not alowed to live?

Class Exercise

1. Asin Gujarat some caste/religion based violences have happened in Tamilnadu.
Please read the newspaper and report about them to the class.

Where When Groupsinvolved? Why?
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2. In the disturbances that occurred between Social/religious Groups, list the extent of damages

and read them out

a) What are the economic |osses?

b) What are the physicdl injuries?

¢) Isthere any loss of lives?

d) Have human relations been affected?

3. Has anyone been humiliated?

4. What are the human rights that have been violated because of the disturbances?
List them e.g. Right to life.

5. What are your recommendations for the development of unity among the
people?

a)

b)

f)
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6. (a) Collect news about caste / religious violence from the Dailies and Weeklies, etc.

(b) List the human right violations.

(c) Give asuitable title to each poster

(d) The group leaders write the heading of posters on the black board.

(e) Gives explanation to other students about the poster.

(f) Display the poster on the school Notice Board.

Theyarecelebrating Deepavali. Wearecelebrating Moharrum. They
are burning the dead bodies. We are burying the dead bodies.
Functionsand death occur sometimesin ayear. On all the other days
we dine together. Werest together. Ishea Muslim or Hindu-no one
worries about it. 1f any one disturbs us, we would fight against him,
together.

- As told by a street children to a reporter.

The States Parties undertake to guarantee that the rights will be
exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status

(Article 2.2, UN Convenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966).
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