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9. HUMAN FEELINGS

The dispersed cranes and the united human beings

Kadir was sudying Sxth sandard
in Madurai. He was a hosteller. He
belongs to a well-to-do family. He has
cometo hisvillage for quarterly holidays.
The day after he came home, after having
his bregkfast, he went out to play. ”fi;.zifa’ﬁi, b f@; ﬁ;

B

.ﬁ.‘u'if.'_

There were many fields around hishouse. There was a pond in the middle of the fields. He
had a catapult in hand. He was catapulting stones here and there aimlesdly.

When he was doing that, he noticed a number of cranes near the pond. On seeing
them he was tempted to shoot a stone at them. He held a stone in the catapult and aimed it at
the cranes. It hit acraneonitshead. The crane fell dead on the spot. On seeing one of their
members dropping dead, the other cranes flew away out of fear.

Kadir was overwhelmed with joy. When he walked further he noticed many women
transplanting cropsinthefields. The children of these women were engaged in playing with one
another near the field. Are they not the children of these labourers? Some children were
wearing shirts and some were not. He thought of hitting the children also as he did the cranes
Immediately he thrust a stone in the catapult and aimed it at a child. The stone hit the child on
hisfoot and the child screamed in pain. The mother of the child, alarmed by the scream, came

running. Not only the mother, but aso al the women who were engaged in the work ran
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towards the scene and raised an alarm.

What do we understand from this story? As soon as a crane was hit, all other cranes
flew away. But when achild was hit, no one sped away. All of them came to the rescue of the
crying child.

Now you recall the lesson we read about socid life. Human beings live in society.
They have asocia sense and that is why when a member of the society is affected, every one
gets affected. This is what distinguish men from all other animals and this is what we call

human nature or culture.

Why does not this nature come out at times? What isthereason.?

\_Human Nature 2

Human feelingsarelikeastormand also likeagentle
breeze. The storm will uproot the trees and pull them
down. But the breeze will play through the branches
and leaves of a tree and sing songs in a sweet voice.
Strong emotionswill destroy human beingsand nature,
and the gentle, breeze will respect human dignity and
its growth.

If there is honesty in heart,
there would be beauty in character;
If there is beauty in character,
there would be harmony in the home;
If there is harmony in the Home,
there would be, orderliness in the country;
If there is orderliness in the country,
there would be peace on earth.
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@ Little Peacock

Murugappan stood in front of hishut carrying
his five year old child on his shoulder.

His wife Valli asked earnestly,
“What did the doctor say and how ismy
child?”

“What to say? The doctor says the
childissuffering from apeculiar kind of fever
and we should be careful.

We must admit the child before 6 O’ clock in the hospital”, When he was saying this, his eyes
were filled with tears. “Don’t worry, Goddess Mariamma would not let us
down. | would also cometo the hospital in the evening and we shal get the child admitted in the
hospitd!”s0 said Valli.

“Itisnot afree hospitd, itisa private hospital. First we should pay Rs.1000/- Then only
they would admit the child, said Murugappan. Vali wasworried she said “Where do we go
for athousand rupees? We are daily wage earners “Who will give a thousand rupees to us’

Murugappan lit abeedi and inhaled the smoke. The cycle caught hiseye. He became brisk.
He removed his lungi. He wore a pant and a deeveless banian.

Headdressed Valli, “ey! Vali, | angoingout. If thechild openshiseyes, you givehim some
grud. | will return before sunset.”

On the big bazar street, there is alarge vacant place. Murugappan went there pushing his
cycle. Some baloons had been tied on the two sides of the rear wheel of the cycle. He pedalled
the cycle fast. The balloon rubbed against the whedls. It created a big, fluttering noise. It
atracted the attention of the people. In afew minutes old people, mothers, children al arrived
and formed acircle. Murugappan addressed them.

“Elders, mothers, youngmen, and children, | saluteall of you! | am going to do some acrobatic

exerciseson my bicycle. Finally I will break some tube lights on my back. Please help me with
money. | am going to amuse you in this scorching heet. All the children clap your hands.”
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The children assembled there clapped their hands enthusiastically. Murugappan
performed many acrobatic tricks on hisbi-cycle. Thelarge assembly of peoplelooked at him in
wonder.

Hethought, if each of the assembled people dropsjust one or two rupees as charity, he
will get about athousand rupees and he can admit the child in the hospital . “How lean my child
has become! | must buy apples, horlicks, etc. Murugappan murmured to himself.

The show came to the last episode. Murugappan removed his sleeveless banian. He
had black skin and shapely muscles formed out of hard labour. Fused tube lights of four feet
length were by his side.

He demanded the attention of his benefactors. “Oh! Philanthropic gentlemen! Please
watch! | am going to break these tube lights lying here” “Then he picked up the tube lights one
by one and hit them on his back. They broke into pieces with atinkling sound. His back was
bleeding. The crowd expressed pity for him and dispersed.

Source: Dinathanthi, Kudumba Malar 5.5.2002

Have you finished reading the two stories? And now just think over the two stories for
awhile. After finishing it please try to find answers the following questions. Let me see.
1. What did the other cranes do when a crane was hurt?
2. What made the fellow shoot a stone at the poor child?
3. What did the women who were transplanting seedlings do when the child was hit by astone?
4. What did Murugappan do when his child fell ill?
5. What did he do for his child who was suffering?
6. Do you redlise that the feelings that are manifested in the two stories are natura human
feelings?
7. Murugappan suffered so much to save his child, what can be the reason?

8. What are therights lost by Murugappan and his family?
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Why do we speak high about thesea ? |t receivesthe
water from ponds, tanks, lakes, rivers, etc. with alarge
heart. When you respect the dignity of other human
beingsand accept themin your heart, you areasgreat

asthe sea.
.|

Class Exercisel

1) (a) List ten feelings that exhibit the humane character of man

© O N o g ~ wWw NP

S

Dogsand catsnever likeeach other. When a dog chases
acat, thecat climbsover thetreeand sitsthere. But pups
and kitten would play with each other. If people are as
innocent as a child they would respect each other and
livein peace.
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One morning, the sun spoke to the flower. “Had
there not been a cool night you would have
suffered under my hot rays for the whole day.
You are fortunate.”

The flower said, “l thank you dear Sun, for the
energy | get from your rays in the day time.

The human relations are like this

It gives energy and love and

helps him to live with dignity.

(b) List ten harmful feelings that are against humane nature.

1

2.

10.
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(2) What are the human feelings hidden in the following sentences?
(@ “ I fdtl should dap her”

() “Why should | care, if your daughter isin the hospital? Do | havealot of money to spare or
else have you dumped your money here? Get out you beggar, beggar dog!

() “Who do you think I am? Do you know that al women and children of this place would come
and fall at my feet if | just move my little finger abit? Y ou are a teacher who came yesterday.
Mind your own business. More than that if you mention the word ‘revolution’, | would cut you
to size”



(j) “You should live like aqueen. All your desires must be fulfilled. | give you leave happily

(k) “Ramu! you acted well in the drama yesterday. My hearty greetings to you. | wish you
become a famous actor in future’:

(3) State your feelings while reading the statements given below

Event 1 : You hear that the people at Tasldar’s office demand Rs.50/- as bribe to give a
community certificate? What are your feelings?

Event 2 : What arethefedlingsthat arisein your mind when you see the hardships of the lum
dwellers, when the dums are cleared for beautifying the cities?

Event 3 : Thefedingsthat arise in me, when | see children of school - going age working in
match factories and hotels.

Event 4 : When my neighbour thrashes and tortures his wife, the feelings that arise in me

Event 5 : Thefedings| get when | see people employed in cleaning faeces
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Event 6 : Thefedlings| get, when | see people being hurt and ill-treated by our words and
actions

Events Feelings

Eventone | 1. 2. 3.
Eventtwo | 1. 2. 3.
Event three 1. 2. 3.
Eventfour | 1. 2. 3.
Eventfive | 1 2. 3.
Event six 1 2. 3.

(4) What do you think are your good qualities? Please write them

1 2. 3
4 5. 6
7 8 9
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The sudden downpour of rain will not drench the
depth of the earth. That will run away quickly.
The rain that pours down steadily will moisten
the inner layers of the earth. That will give
strength to trees, plants, creepers and bushes. Our

feelingsarealso likethat. Negative feelingsrush
out of our mind. But they hereisno use. Positive

feelings will soothe others. These will develop
the dignity of children, men and women.

5. Among these qualities choose any five that you like most and state the reason why do you
like them.

The qualities| like Reasons
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6. Of these 5 good qualities, which one would benefit the society the most, according
to you? How will it benefit the society?

The good quality

Benefit

How it will benefit

7. What do you think are your bad qualities?

1 2. 3.
4. 5. 6.
7. 8. 9.

8. Of your bad qualities, which one will cause the maximum harm to society? How will it

cause harm?

Bad Quality

Damage

Natur e of Damage
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9. Name a good human being who has impressed you much. List five good qualities of the
person you like Why do you like these qualities of the person?

The person Good qualities Reason
1

2.

10. Mention the name of a person whom you don't like? List 5 bad qualitiesthat you hatein him
State why?

A human being you dislike| Bad qualities Reason

1

2.

11. Close your eyes, get into a calm, serene mood and think of your classmates. List down the
qualities you have noticed in them.

a. Qualitiesyou like b. Qualitiesyou dislike
1 1
2 2.
3 3
4 4,
5 5
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Home Exer cise]

12. Fill up the tables with the help of your mother or father or an elderly member of your
family. Share thisin class. Later the teacher will ask thought-provoking questions and share
with the students hig/ her views on this.

Ten Humane qualities that can Ten Evil qualitiesthat can
nourish the society destroy the society

1 1

2 2

3 3.

4. 4

5 5

6 6.

7 7

8 8

0. 9

10. 10.
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10. JUSTICE

All our life we toiled for the village

Karuppasami and Muthammal are aged launderers. They have been laundering for
many years. Now the people ask them to vacate the village, since they have become old. “We
have become old. We are ailing and our son is not with us. We told the villagers that we won't
be able to launder their clothes any longer. Villagers say that if we can't launder their clothes,
we should vacate our house and leave the village. We didn’t vacate the house. The plight we are
in is so bad that we play that even our enemies shouldn’'t face such a condition. The villagers
have ostracized us. No one talks to us here. When we ask for water to drink, they refuse us. At
nights, stones rain down on the roof tiles. They have set fire to al our firewood. Our cooking
vessdls have been broken to pieces. We fed orphaned at this old age” Muthamma begins to

weep.

) ncident 2

- Tamizhan Express, January 2002.

Went to work and returned with burns!

Bhoopathiammal narrated her story,

sobbing, “ Chitrais my daughter. | struggled hard

B to bring her up. Now, see her lying on aplantain
-= leaf. She had been assisting me in the fields. |
ﬁ” sent her to work in aperson’ shouse asadomestic
- helper. After a few days, the people there told

) ! — " Meto send her for work at their relatives house.
7 YLt 1took her therelast Thai (Jan - Feb). They said
fl},’r that they would give Rs.150 each month and give

buy her utensils and household things when she
«7  ~==  got maried.”

— ‘“E her 3 mealsaday. They dso said that they would
- 4
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“Thelast new moon day, around 11.00 am., 2 persons came on amotor- bike and said
to me that my daughter had been admitted in a private hospital in Mayavaram after she had
falen ill with vomiting and diarrhoea. They gave me 20 rupees and asked me to go to the
hospital. But, when | went to the hospitd. | saw her with burns al over the body, lying inert,
without any movement”.

“The persons at the hospital told me that the persons, who admitted my daughter, gave
them Rs.2,000/-, for which she had already been treated, and that if she had to be administered
further treatment, | should pay more. They pushed me out saying that | could take my daughter
away if | didn’t have the money. Then, | got my daughter admitted at the Government hospital.
There she was taken care of very well. She told the doctor, police and the judge about what
happened to her. They had taken her deposition too.”

Chitra, who was suffering from wounds, both physical and psychological, began talking
dowly. “I worked in their household for one year. | would cal her ‘Akka (elder sister). She
didn’t like me serving food or coffee to brother(the employer’ s husband). Oncewhen | did, she
told me, “Just wait and see what | do to you one of these days’.

“I hadn’t committed any crime. So, | didn’t take the matter seriously. On the morning of
the day of the incident, saying that | had stolen her dippers and had kept them in my bag, she
started hitting me. She and her daughter hit me for a long time with dippers and broomstick,
saying that | had shown the qudities innate to my community. They abused me, referring to the
name of my community. | told them that | waswilling to go home if they didn’t like me staying
there. But they pushed me into the bathroom saying, “You'll go home only if | leave you alive’
and poured kerosene over me. Then, they set fire to me and bolted the door from outside”.

“1 shouted for help. It wasagirl, working in the neighbouring house, who heard my cries
and opened the door. | ran to the water tank and jumped into it. | don’'t know what happened
after that since | regained consciousness only in the hospital”.

“1 haven't done anything wrong. | don’'t know how Akka could think of murdering me.

Will I survive?” saying this, Chitra began sobbing uncontrollably.

- Junior Vikadan 03.04.2002
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A community in caves

Irulas are a community of Scheduled Tribes living in Rayakottai, Dharmapuri District.
They are ill languishing in rock caves. Outsiders have chased them away from lands that they
had been inhabiting earlier and cultivate grains there. These people, who have logt their land
because of their ignorance are now purchasing flour from the market for food.

To suppress hunger, these people tie a ribbon like cloth around their abdomen tightly.
These people are not alowed to visit temples. None of them are literate.

Raja (19) is a boy, who stopped going to school after attending classes for 3 days. He
says that he would like to study but has no means to pursue his education. He says that they
don’'t have the means, even for food and that he fills his somach by eating 10 wild plantains a
day. A cactus variety cdled kalli mulli also assuages the hunger of these people.

What is striking is that these people have not been included in the census so far. Many
among them are not able to pursue their studies since they haven't got their community certifi-
cates. They have no accessto facilitieslike housing, roads, drinking water, electricity and ration

card. Their population aso remains stagnant without any growth.
- India Today, March 14, 2001

Class Exercise|

1. Dividetheclassin 3 groupsand ask them to read the 3 redl life incidents. The leader of
each group should tell a brief summary of the incident that they have read, before the
entire class.

2. Later 3 students should express in their views about the treatment meted out to the
persons in the incidents and say whether they are right or wrong.

3. They should write on the blackboard, who the victims were, in each of the incident.

4. Write on the blackboard, the reasons for saying that the treatment meted out to them
was unjust.
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5. Youwould have understood that victims are persons, who have been denied their rights.
List down the rights that have been denied to them.

S. No. Community Lost Rights
1 Scheduled Tribes

2. Dalit Elderly People

3. Girl who went to work

Lost Rights eg: 1. Right to Food

2. Right to Work

3. Right to Education.
6. Isit right that affluent people grab settlements or lands given by the Government to poor
people, widows and Dalits? Give reasons.

7. Write the fedlings that arise in you when you witness incidents of injustice.

8. What isjustice? What is injustice? Explain with examples.

9. Write an essay of not more than 20 lines on the life of a famous person, who worked for
justice or such a person who livesin your town/ village. Y ou could have read about this person
in your textbook or could have heard about him/her, or could have met him/ her in person.

10. A mother has 2 children. One is an intdligent and healthy kid. The other is a physicaly
challenged child. Isit just or unjust if the mother treats them equally? Why?
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11) 2 children come to a nursery school for
admission. One comes from a poor family. This
child’sparentsarenot well educated and arepoor.
Theother child comesfrom an affluent family and
its parents are well educated. Both of them are
subjected to an entrancetest, in which the same
guestions are put to both. Which one of them
would get more marks? The child of the well-
educated parents would definitely score more
marks. Isit just if the child, who got good marks
aloneis admitted in the school? Or isit unjust?

Why?

12) Government provides free note books, clothes, bus pass and monetary assistance to poor
children belonging to the scheduled communities. Isthis ajust or unjust practice? Why?

13) A congtruction work is going on in your towr/ village. Men and women do masonry work
there. They do the same kind of work. But the men are paid more. Isthisjust or unjust? Why?

) JUSTICE g

We, the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic and to secureto all itscitizens:
JUSTICE, social, economic and political ... do hereby adopt, enact, and giveto
ourselves this constitution.

(Preamble to the Constitution of India)

The state shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and
protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which JUSTICE-Social,
economic and political-shall inform all the ingtitutions of national life.

(Article 38, constitution of India)

The State shall securethat the operations of the legal system promote JUSTI CE,
on aequal opportunity, and shall, in particular providefreelegal aid, by suitable
legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for
securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other
disabilities.

(Article 39 A, constitution of India,)
The State shall, in particular, direct its policy toward securing that the citizens,
women and men equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood.

(Article 39(a), constitution of India.)
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14. Mark ‘ ' in the ‘correct’ or ‘incorrect’ columns for the following questions.

Correct | Incorrect

1. Street children dirty the Streets. So, they should be punished

2. Thieves won't speak the truth. So, they should be tortured in
prisons to bring out the truth.

3. Women need not study more than men.

4. There is nothing wrong in clearing Sums to beautify the town.

5. Parents should bring up their children, without discriminating
between boys and girls.

6. The Government should give credit only to talent . It should not
consider caste.

7. Prevaence of too many religionsis athreat to unity. So, only a
single religion should prevail in India

Class Exercise

15. Students should form groups and discuss the incidents of justice or injustice that they
witnessed and should stage it in class in the form of a short play.

a) Bring the newspaper cutting of anincident of justice or injustice published in daily newspapers
recently, to the class.

b) Divide students into small groups. Each group should prepare a poster with the news paper

cuttings.

c¢) Group members should show the poster in class and conduct debates on the news cuttings

in class.

d) The teacher’s ideas would be shared finaly.
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11. EQUALITY

Students ! ;

All of you would have known about e L
‘Thanthai’ Periyar. You would have seen his 3
photos in many places. You might have seen
buildings named after him. There are

Universities and Colleges in his name. Why

have they been named after him. Why are we

still singing his praises? Listen to an incident

relating to him.

When hewasyoung, ‘ Thanthal’ Periyar wanted to go on apilgrimage to Kasi. He went
to hisfather and got the necessary amount of money. Then he went to Kas with hisfriends. He
saw the place and spent al the money he had. The friends, who had accompanied him, returned
home. But he had no money left. The day after al his money was exhausted, he starved the
whole morning and went in search of a place, where he could get free food.

Hesaw a‘Mutt’. It was afternoon and he was very hungry. He eagerly went in. Many
people were having food there. But he was chased out, since it was a place where food was
distributed free of cost only to people of the upper caste. He waited outside for the plantain
leaves to be thrown out. When they fell, he ran towards it. He ate the left overs. But this
incident inflicted deep wound in his heart. He couldn’t forget the experience of being treated as
alow caste man, for the rest of hislife.

‘Thantha’ Periyar struggled al through his life for safeguarding ‘humanism’ that we
aretalking about now. He said that all the personsliving in this society should have salf-respect.
He said that a person who does not have sdlf respect isnot ahuman being at al. He questioned,
as to why some persons were treated lowly and stressed that al people have self-respect. He
opposed the subjection of people to davery because of their birth in aparticular community. He

Government shall havetheresponsibility for devel oping, with the participation
of the indigenous and tribal peoples, coordinated and systematic action to
protect therights of these peoples and to guarantee respect for their integrity.
(Article 2:1, International labour conference : convention concerning indigenous and tribal peoples in
independent countries, 1989)
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became furious on seeing one community being endaved by another community. Hewas enraged
on seeing one language being dominated by another. He fought to abolish the domination of men
over women. His principle was ‘equality’. He said that to create equality, al people should
defened their self respect. He was even prepared to oppose religious for this sake.

Social Equality should prevail ;
There should be economic protection;
There should be right to choose desired job ;

Everybody should get education. So, those
who have wealth and capabilities have no
right to oppress, those who lack them.

Class Exerci se|

1. (8) Do your parentstreat your brothers and sisters and you equally at home? In what ways do
they treat you equally? What are the ways in which you are not treated equally?

Activitiesin which oneis Activitiesin which oneis not
treated equally? treated equally?
1 1
2 ----- 2
cR— 3
4 - 4
Sy— 5

Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment -

(1) There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizensin mattersrelating to
employment or appointment to any office under the State.

(2) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent,
place of birth, residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated
against in respect of, any employment or office under the State.

-Art. 16 , Constitution of India
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(b) What are your feelings when you are treated equally and when you are not treated equally?

My feelingswhen | am
treated equally

My feelingswhen | am not
treated equally

(c) Do you treat others equally, with human dignity? How and why?

How

Why

All personsare equal beforethelaw and areentitled without any discrimination

to the equal protection of the law. In this respect the law shall prohibit any
discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against
discrimination on any ground such asrace, colour, sex, language, religion, political,
or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

- International covenant on civil and political rights 1966




2.Untouchability isstill being practised
in 6,000 villages in Tamil Nadu.
Dalits cannot take water from the
common well and cannot walk on

the streets of the upper caste

people. In teashops, Dalits are
served in separate tumblers. This

pointsto an unequal situation.

(1) Write answers for the following questions individualy first.
(2) Then, form groups and share them with other students.

(@ If you were one among them, what would have been your feglings?

We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, socialist, secular, Democratic Republic, and to secureto all itscitizens,

EQUALITY of status and opportunity;
(Preamble, Constitution of India.)

Nothing in this article shall prevent the state from making any provision for the
reservation of appointments or posts in four of any backward class of citizens
which, in the opinion of the state in not adequately represented in the services
under the state.

(Article 16:4- constitution of India)
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Home Exer cisg

3. (8) Inthe places/ situations mentioned below (1) Isequality practised or not? 2) Write down
the details regarding these experiences after directly observing or enquiring others about it.
Later sharein the class.

1. In ration shops 6. In educationa indtitutions
2. Intemples 7. In families

3. Invillage ponds (or) well 8. In hospitas

4. Village fedtivel (or) in 9. In wedding festivities

school ceremonies

5. Invillage dtreets 10. In farming aress.

b) What are the feelings that arise in you when someone asks what your caste is? In which
manner do these fedlings affect your mind and humanism?

Your feelings Ways in which you ar e affected

gls|lw MR
glsd 0w M

¢) Share the experience of being treated inferior to others just because you are a girl, with
another student. Or share the experience of treating a woman lower than a man just because
you happen to be aman, with another student. And explain if the human dignity of the boy or the
girl diminishes or grows because of such atreatment.

Equality beforelaw

The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or
the equal protection of the lawswithin theterritory of I ndia.
-Art. 14, Constitution of India
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12. DIFFERENT BUT EQUAL

One day the teacher came with some

cardboard pieces to the classroom. He

placed them on the table and said to the
students, “ See this, thisisthe world map.
But | havecut it into piecesand havemixed
them up. Now, can anyone of you place
these pieces in the correct position and

create a world map? Those who believe

that they can, may come”.

First, agirl attempted, but she failed. Then, another girl tried but failed. Five other girls
who followed her too failed. But a student named Shanthi was observing this keenly. She was
wondering why those students failed in their attempts.

Shanthi rose up as the 8" student and tried. She put al the pieces upside down.
Immediately, the teacher said, “What are you doing?’ She replied, “Wait for a while, | am
trying”.

What did Shanthi do? When she placed the pieces upside down, there she saw aman’s
image. So, she arranged the pieces to form the complete image. This was easy for her. When
the man’ simage was formed on one side, the world map formed al by itself ontheinverseside.
The teacher praised Shanthi.

What truth does this incident convey? The world stands divided only since people are
split up. When people living in acountry are split, the nation is split too. Evilslike discrimination,
domination and sdlfishness divide people, who divide the nation and destroy it. Peace islost.

Atthesametime, it isnatural that men are different from each other by race, language,
religion and culture. We dealt with thisin the lesson * Pluri Communities . We should accept this
diversity and respect it. When we acknowledge and accept this, there comes good relationship
and co-ordination among the divisions. This will protect a nation from destruction. Then, the
teacher explained that the game's objective was to point out that only when we respect and
acknowledge the habits, culture, religion and language of peoplein every country, abrotherhood
will develop among dl people of thisworld.
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Class Exercise

1. 8 What are the basis on which people are divided in our nation? (Eg.) Caste.
L oo
2

o oA~ W

b) Who are the people depicted in aderogatory manner in films and television? (Example - How
are domestic helpers shown in films?)
Per sons Depicted How arethey depicted derogatorily

g |||l

c) Who arethe people you dislike
for creating divisions in the
society? Why?

(Example) | donot likethe
money lender, who resides in our
street because he enslaves poor
people by lending money for high
interest.

Thechildren born of the same parentsenjoy equal statusandrights. So
also, there needs to be equality among people belonging to the same
nation.

- Periyar
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Whom do you dislike? Why

4.

5.

2. @) Do you discriminate among the students in your class? If yes, why?

b) Is there unity although there is diversity? Why? How?

3. Observethe diverse Indians pictures given below. Note down their appearance, attire, culture
and language in the column given beside the picture.

(a) What are the similarities you observe in the pictures?
(b) What are the dissimilarities?

(c) What makes us united in spite of the dissmilarities?

(a) Similarities (b) Dissimilarities
1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
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(c) What brings us all together?

g | | W] DN]| PP

Home Exercise I

4. ) Y ou have met the peoplein the be-
low mentioned columns, often. Think of
3 good qudities you find in them. Write

them and bring it to class.

All National Groups shall have Equal Rights!
There shall be equal statusin the bodies of state,
in the courts, and in the schools,

for all national groups and races,

All people shall have equal rights to use their own language and to develop their
own folk culture and customs,

All national groups shall be protected by law against insults to their race and

national pride;

The preaching and practice of national, race or colour discrimination and contempt

shall be a punishable crime; All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside.
(Freedom charter of South Africa, 1955).
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b) Write down the social features that would affect their human nature. Of the qualities that

you see in them, which are the qualities that could affect them?

Persons Good Qualities That, which could affect them
1 1
Scavengers 5 5
3. 3
Hindus L L
2 2
3 3.
Mudims L 1
2 2
3. 3
1 1
Chrigtians
2 2
3. 3
1 1
Daily labourers
2. 2
3 3
1 1
Child Labourers
2. 2
3 3.

5) After reading this lesson, go home and reflect on them for awhile. Let us consider that you

think that your pre-conceived notions about others were incorrect. Write down suggestions on
how to tell this to others. Bring this to class and share it with other students.
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Essentials of unity in diversity

Men belong to different races, rdigions, cultures, and nationdities. We have to ac-
cept this redity whole heartedly. Remember, human dignity is the same.  Accept the
differences.

Acceptances:

Recognition:
We must recognize that the basic human rights are the same for al human beings.
Tolerance:

We must remember that the different bdiefs, customs, socio-economic structures of
different people are inevitable. Learn to tolerate these differences.

Appreciation:
We mugt appreciate what is good in other cultures and praise them for that. We

should not condemn things just because they belong to the down trodden or foreign
cultures.

Assmilating:
We must accept what is good in other cultures and try to make them our own.
Objective outlook:

Society may be prejudiced againgt certain things. But we must learn to look at them
objectively and cometo aconcluson. We must remember that these prejudices may be
the result of the selfishness of certain people in the past.

Offering Help:

We must be prepared to accept as human beings even those belonging to other
cultures and try to help them in their nesds. We must think in terms of human rights.

Total outlook:

We must not view the problems of the down trodden, women, tribes and other sde
lined people as isolated problems, but view them as part of nationa and internationa
problems.

-UN Human Rights Series 1989
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13. FREEDOM

On August 15th, Independence Day is
celebrated in a school. All the students
have pinned paper national flags on their
shirts. ThePanchayat President hoiststhe
national flag on theflag post planted in the

school compound. Students clap hands

joyously. Once the flag is hoisted and the
national anthem is sung, the Panchayat
President, whoisthe Chief Guest, delivers
the Independence Day Special Address.

Dear Headmaster !
Teachers,
Parents!

and My dear Students!

My Independence Day wishes to al of you. Each year we celebrate this day as our
Independence Day, with great joy. It is good that we celebrate. Why should we be Indepen-
dent? What is the importance of this day? Only if we think of al these, there will be ameaning
in celebrating this day.

Don't al people long to live? Why does this longing for existence exist? Isn't it for
living? What is living? Living means, leading an independent life. Independence means a life
with rights. Does living mean leading any sort of life? Isit called independence? Definitely not.
Y ou should know that life means|eading an independent life. Leading an independent life doesn’t

mean living according to your will. Y ou should be aware of that too.
9



Let’ sthink of our country now. Why do we cel ebrate Independence Day? It means that

before we got Independence, we were dependents and slaves! Who were we endaved by?

A Student
Panchayat
President
Student

Panchayat
President

By foreigners.

How were we endaved?
They ruled over us. They had al the authority. They wanted us to do whatever
they wanted us to do.

- All that istrue. Why did they come from aland 6,000 miles away to rule over

us? Firgt, to endave us and plunder our wealth. Second, they thought

that we couldn’t rule ourselves and only they could rule. See! They didn’t
bother to think that we have honour. They thought that we didn’t have anything
and we were people with no integrity. How could we remain silent after al
these? So dl our people got together and opposed them. When we opposed,
they hit uswith clubs and shot at us with guns. They imprisoned us. They killed
many. But did we give up? No. Leaders like Gandhi, Nehru, Ambedkar and
Kamargj said, ‘ Independenceis our birthright’ and rallied people and made
them fight. Many leaders and peoplelost their lives. These people didn’t diefor
their sakes. They died for our country’'s independence. So, do you redize
the value of Independence? Now,

Another important information has to be remembered.

We shouldn’t celebrate Independence Day, just to remember the
independence that we got in 1947. We should protect the independence that we
got on that day. We should know that we have the right to ask. Shouldn’t
everyonein our land enjoy the Independence which we struggled to get, because
ahuman being can’t remain ahuman being if there is no freedom? So all should
be independent. It isnot enough if we are independent. We should strive for the
independence of otherstoo. Am | right?
| thank all those who gave me an opportunity to take part in this
function. (The function cameto a close with the distribution of sweets
to everyone)

The essence of human natureis human freedom and the consciousness
of thisFreedom. The value of freedom isfelt only aslong as one enjoys.
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Class Exercise

1.8) What is Independence? Write down your views on it and share them in the class.

b) What are the freedoms you enjoy? What are the freedoms that you are denied.

Freedoms Denied Freedoms

Independence is the basis for the growth of an individual and that of the
society. Only democracy can provide this growth. It is this democracy that
nurtures Unity in Diversity.

- Nehru
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2. @) Suppan was a scavenger. But he desires to educate his son well and see him get a
government job. Since he didn’t have enough funds, he asked hisemployer for assistancefor his
son’s studies. But the employer said, “What is your son going to do after receiving education?
He hasto continue your work, even if heiseducated. Isn't it? So, don’t send your son to schoal.

I’ll help you when he gets married”. Since Suppan had no other option, he continued his daily

work. What was the reason for Suppan’ s acceptance?

b) Kanimozhi was a good student, who
studied in the 7" grade. Her father was a
tailor and her mother worked asa domestic
helper in a household. Her parents sent
her to school. But then her father needed
help at his tailor shop. So, he said to
Kanimozhi, “You have studied enough.
From now on, come to my shop and help
me”. But her mother Rasathi wanted her

daughter to study. Kanimozhi also wanted
to study and become a professor. But she
couldn’t object to her father’swords. She
became a prisoner to the circumstances.
All her teachers spoke for her. But when
the school re-opened, Kanimozhi wasn’t
therein the 8" std.

If you werein Kanimozhi’s situation . . .? Write down your opinion and feelings.

¢) Mdarvizhi’s house was on the road side. She liked to keep things clean. Her hobby was
sweeping, cleaning and adorning the house in the morning and evening. But she would throw all
the garbage on the road. On seeing this her friends said, “Why do you throw the garbage on the
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road instead of putting it into the garbage bin at the street corner?” Kanimozhi retorted, “I have
the freedom to empty garbage on the road. Let the Municipdity’ s sanitation worker clean the
road. | don’t have to care about it.” What is your opinion about this?

d) Manimaran isastudent studying in 12" std. Hewould study till 11.00 p.m. and listen to songs
on his tape recorder till 12 at night. He liked to hear songs at high volume. His neighbours
would go to deep by 10.30 p.m. The volume of Manimaran's tape recorder disrupted their
deep. When many people complained to Manimaran, he said, “I have the freedom to listen to
songs’. What is your opinion on this?

€) Mdathi is a class 10 student. She would play truant often and go to watch movies without
informing her parents. Whenever her friends said, “What you are doing is wrong,” her retort
would be, “I wish to live independently. | have the freedom to do whatever | want, whenever
| wish”. What is your opinion about this?

f) Ezhil wanted to study engineering. But her parents said, “Members of our family have
studied medicine and have become doctors since many generations. So, you should aso study
medicineg’, and got her admitted in the medical college. Although she had no interest, she went
to college as per her parents’ wish; What is your opinion on this?

DAt te Cr cod e
- Right to Freedom
Protection of certain rightsregarding freedom of speech, etc.
(2) All citizens shdl have theright -

(@) to freedom of speech of expression ;

(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms;

(¢) to form associations or unions ;

(d) to move fredly throughout the territory of India;

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India; [and]

(g) to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or
business.

Art. 19, Constitution of India




Home Exercise |

1. Ask your mother about the extent of freedom she has at your home. Ask her about the
freedoms enjoyed by her and denied to her. Shareit in class.

2. Ask theleadersand prominent people of your village about the freedoms that the people
inyour village have and the freedoms that have been denied to them. Compile them and
bring it to class.

We, the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, Socialist, secular, Democratic republic, and to secure to all its
citizens.

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship... do hereby adopt,
enacts and give to ourselves this constitution
(Preamble, constitution of India)

Freedom of consciance and free profession, practice and propagation of
religion. Subject to pubic order, morality, and health and to the other provisions
of this part, all persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the
right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion.

Nothing in thisarticle shall affect the operation of any existing law or prevent
the state from making any law :

(&) regulating or restricting any economic, financial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated with religious practice;

(b) providing for social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu
religiousinstitutions of a public character to all classes and sections of Hindus
(Article 25, Constitution of India)

No one shall be held in slavery servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be
prohibited in all their forms.

(Article 4, UN Declaration of Human rights, 1948)
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PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF HUMANNESS
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Part - 4 I

PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON
OF HUMANNESS

14. Needs and Desires

15. Human Rights

16. Monarchy and Democracy
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14. NEEDS AND DESIRES

Basic needs are fundamental rights. Rights are meant for man and they cannot be
separated from man. They help a human being to lead a life with integrity. So, the
State and Central Governments are duty -bound to protect these rights.

Desires

These are related to feelings. Even if desires are judt, it can’'t be said that the
Government is duty-bound to fulfil them. Fulfilment of the need or desires cannot be

made compulsory.

There is no life without Rights

@ Desires are not life

It isahamlet. Manikandan, who livesin

that small village, is a farmer. His wife
Muniammal was in the advanced stage
of her pregnancy. In their village, it is

the midwife, who takes care of the
delivery. If thereisany complication, the
survival of the mother and child is
doubtful.

Muniammal had labour pain. As usua, word
was sent to the midwife. The woman came
and started tending to Muniammal. Time went by. Muniamma couldn’t bear the pain. The
midwife did al that she could to help. She didn’t know what €lse to do and said, “I can’'t do
anything more. Only if she is taken to the government hospital, the mother and child can be
saved”. Manikandan didn’'t know what to do. Buses don't come to their village. To catch a
bus, one had to walk 5 km to the main road and there was no proper road to go to the main
road. Even if they wanted to go to town and hire ataxi, taxi-driverswouldn’t be willing to come
sincethe road was bad. Even if one of them relented, they would demand exorbitant amount of
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money. These were peoplewho led aday to day existence. How could they afford it? Manikandan
pleaded with his neighbour and took his wife to the hospital in the neighbour’ s bullock cart. But

it was too late by then. Muniamma delivered a child. But das! the child was born dead.

It was a small family. There were 2
children. The father worked in aprivate
company. Hissaary sufficed just to meet
the monthly household expenses. They
could barely make both ends meet even
if they spent money carefully. They could
spend for the child’s medical and
educational expenses, if they spent

money carefully.

But the needs of families these days do not stop here! The children would go to the
neighbour’ s house to watch television astherewasno TV set a home. Thewife didn’t likethis
and compeled the husband to buy atelevision set. She said to her husband, “All we have here
are old chairs. It would have been nice if there were sofa sets at home, when we have to
entertain guests’. The hushand asked her how they could afford it with no money. Thewifetold
him, “Do people buy things with alump sum in hand? We'll pay a smal initid amount and pay
therest ininstaments’. The husband didn’t know what to do. The children too pestered him.
So, they bought the sofa. Then they proceeded to buy the washing machine and vacuum cleaner
since they could aso be bought by making paymentsin ingaments. The only outcome of al this

was that they were drowned in debts.

L Needs J Desires

These are basic features
necessary for human beingsto
lead a life as human beings.
Without these, one cannot live as
a human being. (example - food,

clothing)
— —
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These cannot be called basic
necessities of life. Even without
these, people can have a normal

existence.
(example - refrigerator)




Class Exercise

1. Basic needs

a) In the firgt incident, what facility was lacking, leading to the death of the child?
(eg.) Road, Transport facility

b) Give 2 reasons to say that these needs are basic rights of people.

¢) In the second incident, were the things that were bought, basic necessities?
Debate on this in the class after forming groups and compile the views.

2.(8) List the basic necessities that you need to lead a human life.

1. 2.
3. 4.
5 6.
7 8.
9 10.

According to the changing social environment, the luxuries of one era
will become necessities|ater. eg.:- 25 yearsago transistors might have been
luxury goods. But today it has become a basic necessity. In this day and

agewhen theimportance of communication hasincreased alot, thisarticle
has become an absolute necessity.
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b) Put in order the things that you consider important from among the above-mentioned ar-

ticles.
1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.

¢) Theteacher should write down the notes prepared by students on the blackboard. Questions
should be put to students to find out how much importance they attribute to different kinds of
necessities. Answers should be sought. Finally the teacher should share his’her thoughts on

them.

3. Desires

a) List thethingsyou desire

1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.

b) Put into order the things among these that you consider to be important.

1 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.

basic necessities are basic rights
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¢) The teacher should write on the blackboard, the things that the students put in order. The
teacher should put questions to the students to find out how much importance they attribute to
what kinds of needs and finally the teacher should share his/her thoughts.

4) Give answer sto the following questions, keeping in mind the village/ city that you
livein.

a) People of what kinds of economic status reside in your village / city? (Eg.: Daily labourers,
printers, Big Industriaists, Merchants . . )

b) What are the basic amenities that each section of people have now?

¢) What are the basic amenities that they need?

d) Why are these basic needs not available to them yet?

S. No. Section Basic amenities| Amenitiesthat Reasons

of People available arenot available | for unavailability

10.
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€) Why have the basic needs not been fulfilled yet for many people?

f) For a select few, not only their basic needs, but also their desires are fulfilled. Why?

0) When you see such discriminations, some queries may arise in your mind. Write 3 such
important questions and share them with other students.

1
2.
3.

h) Will you accept a condition in which the basic amenities are ill denied to one group of
people? Why? Cite reasons.

1
2.
3.

i) When the basic needs of one section of people are not fulfilled, the desires of another section
are fulfilled. Will you accept such a situation? Why? Cite reasons.

1
2.
3.
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Home Exer cise

1. @) List down the thingsin your house.

1. 2.
3 4.
5. 6.
7 8.
9 10.
b) Sort them into basic necessities and luxuries.
Basic Needs Desires (Luxuries)

¢) Write the use of each article

d) Mention the things that are necessary to lead allife.

Fist sized heart - But desiresthat could fill an ocean
The footwear we don’t use are of the bare footed!

The houseswe have constructed and have left empty belong to the
homeless!

Thelandswe have amassed and left untilled belong to thetillers!

The clothes we stack unused in wardrobes, belong to the bare
bodied !
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€) Mention the things without which life cannot go on.

f) Mention which things are for luxury or adornment or are status symbols

g) Arethere things in your house that have been bought but kept unused by your family mem-
bers or you? If yes, list them.

2.8) Buy or get from your parents, an article that you like, which fulfils abasic need and bring it
to school.

b) Keep all the things that the students brought, in a place so that everyone can see them.

c) Tdl the class why you like these things.

d) Give dl these things to a poor girl, who has been denied basic amenities.

€) Each student should write down the feelings that arose in their hearts, when they gave away

the things and each student should share thisin class.
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3.8) There are thousands of farmers in this country, who do not own even a piece of land and
work for daily wages. There are also people, who own thousands of acres of land without
directly farming them. What shall we call such people? Write the relation between

this situation and human rights and read it in class.

b) There are countless |abourers, who don’'t even have a proper shelter. On the other hand, there
are people who keep constructing one house after another. What shall we call such people?

Write down the relation between this situation and human rights and read in class.
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